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ndia recorded the larg-
est drop in greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions
among major countries
in 2025, even as global
emissions rose in several key
sectors. According to new
data from Climate TRACE,
this is because of higher
renewable energy deploy-
ment.
Across ten major emitting
sectors worldwide, the big-
gest rise in emissions last
year came from fossil fuel
operations, which increased
by 1.56 per cent, or 151.57
million tonnes (mt) of carbon
dioxide equivalent (IMtCO2e).
Emissions also climbed in
transportation, manufactur-
ing and buildings. However,
the power sector — the sin-
gle largest source of global
emissions — recorded a slight
decline.Clean energy solu-
tions like renewable sources
of power and electric vehi-
cles are taking hold in many
locations around the world,
and as a result, emissions are
beginning to decline in these
regions.

India’s power emissions
fall amid rising demand
India’s power sector emis-
sions fell 2.6 per cent in 2025,
marking the first decline
since 2020. The drop came

despite rising electricity
demand and continued eco-
nomic growth, suggesting
that the rapid expansion of
renewable energy is begin-
ning to moderate emissions
from electricity generation.
The power sector remains
the largest contributor to
global emissions, account-
ing for about 26 per cent of
total greenhouse gas output.
Globally, emissions from the
sector dipped by 0.13 per cent,
or 20.31 MtCO2e, in 2025, the
first decline since the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Much of the global reduction
was driven by lower electric-
ity-generation emissions in
India and China, according
to the dataset.

Clean energy solutions
like renewable sources
of power and electric
vehicles are taking
hold in many locations
around the world, and
as a result, emissions
are beginning to
decline in these
regions.

China and India show shift
after a decade of growth
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Power Sector Pollution and Renewable Energy Deployment

rising power sector emis-
sions. Between 2015 and
2024, emissions from China’s
power sector increased 53.7
per cent, while India’s rose
34.6 per cent.But 2025 marked
a shift. China’s power sector
emissions declined 0.4 per
cent, the first drop recorded
by Climate TRACE since it
began compiling its inventory
in 2015, while India’s also regis-
tered a fall.The trend indicates
that accelerating deployment
of renewable energy capacity
is starting to offset emissions
growth even as electricity
consumption expands in the
two fastest-growing energy
markets.
India shows mixed emis-
sions trend

Despite the decline in power
sector pollution, India’s overall
emissions edged up slightly in
late 2025. In December 2025,
the country’s emissions rose
by 477 million tonnes CO2e,
or 1.34 per cent, compared to
December 2024.

Globally, Russia recorded
the largest overall increase
in emissions in 2025, while
China and the United States,
the world’s two largest emit-
ters, saw their emissions

local emission spikes

At the city level, some Indian
industrial hubs saw the sharp-
est increases in emissions.
Butibori in Maharashtra and
Yamunanagar in Haryana
were among the urban areas
worldwide with the largest
percentage increases in emis-
sions.

Meanwhile, Mettur in Tamil
Nadu was among cities
recording the biggest decline
in emissions globally.

Fossil fuel production
drives global rise
Globally, the steepest increase
in emissions came from oil
and gas production, which
rose 4.1 per cent in 2025, the
largest jump among the 64
subsectors tracked by Cli-
mate TRACE. Much of the
increase was driven by higher
emissions from oil and gas
production in Russia, though
Kazakhstan, China, Saudi Ara-
bia and Brazil also recorded
significant growth.The find-
ings highlight a widening
divergence between sectors:
while clean energy expansion
is beginning to slow power
sector emissions growth in
some major economies, ris-
ing fossil fuel production and

For nearly a decade, India and China led the world in

increases.

remain broadly flat, with small

Industrial clusters drive

transport activity continue to
push global emissions higher.
(Courtesy: DTE)

South Asian Ambassador of
International Magicians Society

ravind V.K., an
Indian magi-
cian-technologist
internationally
known by his stage
name 'Myztiq Mayaman', has
been appointed South Asian
Ambassador of the Interna-
tional Magicians Society (IMS),
marking a historic milestone as
the first Indian technologist-ma-
gician to hold this prestigious
international leadership position.
The announcement follows
Aravind’s Merlin Award victory
in 2025 in Las Vegas, one of the
highest global honours in the
field of magic. The Merlin Award,
often described as the “Oscar of
Magic”, has previously been pre-
sented to legendary performers
such as David Copperfield, Criss
Angel, and India’s renowned
magician Gopinath Muthukad.
Aravind was honoured with the
distinctive title “Most Magical
Techie &amp; Filmmaker”, rec-
ognising his groundbreaking
work combining technology,
magic, and cinematic storytell-
ing. The recognition highlights
a rare and innovative approach
that blends digital engineer-
ing, psychological illusion, and
narrative filmmaking -- an
interdisciplinary style seldom
acknowledged in the history
of the International Magicians

Society.

With his appointment as South
Asian Ambassador, the IMS
has acknowledged Aravind not
only as a performer but also as
a global innovator and thought
leader in modern magic. In this
role, he will represent the organ-
isation across South Asia, help
promote the art of magic, and
mentor emerging talent in the
region.Originally from a mod-
est village in Kerala, Aravind’s
journey reflects a unique combi-
nation of scientific expertise and
artistic creativity. Professionally,
he works as a senior data engi-
neer in the US, while pursuing
his passion for creating technol-
ogy-driven magic experiences
that integrate artificial intelli-
gence, psychology, and cinematic
storytelling.

Speaking about the appoint-

ment, Aravind described the
role as both an honour and a
responsibility. He said the posi-
tion provides an opportunity
to represent South Asia on the
global stage while demonstrat-
ing that artistic innovation can
evolve alongside technological
advancement.

The ambassadorial role places
Aravind in a position to build
connections between interna-
tional institutions and emerging
artists, further strengthening
India’s growing presence in the
global creative landscape.
Beyond performing, his work
has also involved educational
outreach, community engage-
ment, and charitable initiatives,
using magic as a tool for inspi-
ration and learning.Founded in
the US, the International Magi-
cians Society is one of the world’s
most respected professional
organisations for magicians,
with members in more than 90
countries.

The organisation’s Merlin Award
is widely regarded as the highest
distinction in the magic commu-
nity/The official announcement of
Aravind’s appointment has been
published on the IMS website,
marking a significant moment
for Indian representation in
global performing arts leader-
ship.

What Happens to Top
Indian-American Scientist

ndian-American scientist Vinay
Prasad, who oversees the
approval process for vaccines
and new therapies, is stepping
down amid controversies over
his decisions to tighten certain regu-
lations. His departure for the second
time from the post of director of the
Food and Drug Administration’s
Centre for Biologics Evaluation and
Research within a year was announced
on Friday by the agency’s head, Marty
Makary.
Prasad had quit his job in July, less
than two months after taking the
directorship, due to criticism from
the extreme right regarding his past
remarks in support of Democrats.
But he was brought back in August by
Health Secretary Robert F Kennedy Jr,
with whom he shared some - though
not entire — scepticism of the medical
establishment and the pharmaceutical
industry.
Although he loosened some of the trial
requirements for therapies, such as
requiring only one major study instead
of two, the types of trials he demanded
created run-ins with pharmaceutical cor-
porations.
A recent one was with Moderna when he
blocked its application for releasing a flu
vaccine, questioning its trials. The com-
pany and others in the pharmaceutical
industry fought back, and Makary over-
ruled Prasad.
Another controversy was over his refusal
to allow an application from the Dutch

A recent one was with
Moderna when he blocked its
application for releasing a flu
vaccine, questioning its trials.

company UniQure for a drug for Hunting-
ton’s Disease, an ailment that affects the
brain.

While he was in academia, he criticised
some of the regulations and procedures
introduced by the administration of former
President Joe Biden during the COVID
pandemic.That and his criticism of the
FDA and the pharmaceutical industry
caught the attention of Kennedy.

How Exercise Helps You Burn Fats

esearchers have found that

the optimal heart rate for
fat burning varies for each
person and frequently does
not correspond with the 'fat
burning zone' on commercial exercise
machines.
The researchers suggested that clinical
exercise testing, a diagnostic procedure
that assesses a person's physiological
response to exercise, might be a better
resource for assisting people in achiev-
ing their intended fat loss goals.
Nutrition, Metabolism and Cardiovas-
cular Disease published the study's
findings online today. It took a machine
learning-based modelling approach.
“People with a goal of weight or fat loss
may be interested in exercising at the
intensity which allows for the maximal
rate of fat burning. Most commercial
exercise machines offer a ‘fat-burn-
ing zone’ option, depending upon age,
sex, and heart rate,” says lead author
Hannah Kittrell, MS, RD, CDN, a PhD
candidate at Icahn Mount Sinai in the
Augmented Intelligence in Medicine
and Science laboratory. “However, the
typically recommended fat-burning
zone has not been validated, thus indi-

viduals may be exercising at intensities
that are not alighed with their person-
alized weight loss goals.”

Kittrell is also Director of the Mount
Sinai Physiolab, a clinical body com-
position and exercise physiology
laboratory at Mount Sinai Morning-
side.

The heart rate and exercise intensity at
which the body burns fat at its highest
rate during aerobic exercise are some-
times referred to as FATmax. This
intensity may be of interest to those
looking to maximise fat loss during
workouts since fat is now a significant
source of energy.

In the study, the heart rate at FATmax,
as determined by a clinical exercise
test, was compared to predicted heart
rates at various percentages of maxi-
mal effort within the generally advised
"fat-burning zone."

The researchers found that the meas-
ured and predicted heart rates in a
sample of 26 people did not agree well,
with a mean difference of 23 beats per
minute between the two measurements.
This implies that general guidelines for
a "fat-burning zone" might not offer reli-
able adviceThe next phase of research

will examine whether people who follow
amore individualised exercise plan lose
more weight and fat and improve met-
abolic health markers that indicate the
likelihood of developing conditions like
type 2 diabetes, obesity, and heart dis-
ease.“We hope that this work will inspire

more individuals and trainers to utilize
clinical exercise testing to prescribe
personalized exercise routines tailored
to fat loss. It also emphasizes the role
that data-driven approaches can have
toward precision exercise,” said senior
author Girish Nadkarni, MD, MPH,

Irene and Dr Arthur M. Fishberg Pro-
fessor of Medicine at Icahn Mount Sinai,
Director of The Charles Bronfman
Institute of Personalized Medicine, and
System Chief, Division of Data-Driven
and Digital Medicine, Department of
Medicine.
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riyanka Chopra Jonas has

spent much of her career

navigating worlds that

rarely intersect easily -

the vast and multilingual
film industries of India, the global
machinery of Hollywood, and the
cultural space in between where
questions of identity, migration, and
history often collide.

In a wide-ranging conversation on
the Joe Rogan Experience podcast,
Chopra moved fluidly between
personal reflection and historical
observation, describing how centuries
of empire, displacement, and cultural
exchange continue to shape how
people understand themselves today.

For Chopra, those themes are
not theoretical. They inform the
emotional foundation of 'The Bluff",
her new action film set during the era
of colonial expansion and maritime
conflict.

"My character's story, her parents
and her family are indentured
servants, which was the truth of
many, many people, especially in
India where young people were told
better opportunities, new lands, more
money come with us and take them
off as servants and then drop them in
different parts of the world in islands,
she said during the conversation.

The system she referred to -
indentured labour - was one of
the defining migrations of the
nineteenth century. After slavery
was abolished in the British Empire,
colonial authorities moved hundreds
of thousands of Indians across the
world to plantations in the Caribbean,
Africa, and Southeast Asia.

"

ollywood actress Brooke

Shields called John F.

Kennedy Jr. as "one of

the best kissers". The
60-year-old actress had a brief
fling with the late businessman,
the son of former US president
John F. Kennedy and Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis, after they met
during a skiing trip to Aspen,
Colorado, in the 1980s.

In a TikTok video, the actress’
22-year-old daughter Rowan,
who she has with her 61-year-old
husband, film director Chris
Henchy, lip-synced to singers
Taylor Swift, 36, and 33-year-old
Charli xex's live performance of
Boom Clap from Taylor's 1989
tour, reports.

And "I wonder if JFK Jr was a
good kisser" was typed over the
video. The camera panned past
Rowan to Brooke, who also has a
19-year-old daughter called Grier
with Chris, as the latter turned
over her shoulder as the on-screen
text changed to, "One of the best”.

During an April 2023 interview
on SiriusXM's The Howard Stern
Show, the actress revealed she
loved JFK Jr as a child.

She said, "I was so madly in
love with him. Since the time I was
like three, my mom (Teri Shields)
would say, 'That's the boy you're

i33

going to marry’”.
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The Caribbean

has a huge Indian

community whose
history started with just
being displaced from
their lands and dropped
somewhere else in the
world.

-Priyanka Chopra

Those journeys created
communities that remain deeply
connected to India but often
separated from its geography and
memory.

"The Caribbean has a huge Indian
community whose history started
with just being displaced from their
lands and dropped somewhere else in
the world," Chopra said.

Yet time has blurred the origins of
many of those families.

"I met so many people, actually
when I went to the Cayman, who don't
know anything about their family tree
beyond like five generations," she said.

"That ambiguity in a history of a
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human being erases et
a part of you. It denies

you of knowing the depth of your
culture or where you come from or
your roots," she added.

India itself, Chopra noted, is shaped
by centuries of conquest, migration,
and cultural transformation - forces
that have produced one of the most
diverse societies in the world.

"India has been invaded over
thousands and thousands and
thousands of years," she said,
referencing waves of influence
ranging from European colonial
powers to earlier empires.

The result is a country whose
diversity defies simple description.

"The amount of diversity you will
see, the kind of range of people that
you will meet is impossible to fathom,"
she said.

Language alone illustrates the

complexity.

"We have
written and spoken

languages which are almost

like 20-something or in their thirties...
absolutely different alphabet,
absolutely different sound," Chopra
said.

"I can't, if I go to another state,

I won't be able to understand what
people are saying," she added.

That diversity also explains why
India does not have a single film
industry but many. While "Bollywood"
has become shorthand internationally,
it represents only the Hindi-language
cinema based in Mumbai.

"Bollywood is the Hindi language
industry which exists in Mumbai,"
Chopra said.

Across the country, other
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industries produce films in languages
such as Telugu, Tamil, Punjabi,
Malayalam, and Marathi.

"Cumulatively, we make thousands
and thousands of movies a year," she
said. Chopra's own career spans both
India and the United States, a path
that has not always been easy. When
Indian actors first began appearing
regularly in Western productions, she
said, the roles were often shaped by
cultural stereotypes.

"Indian casting in English language
entertainment was usually seen as a
diversity check by us," she said.

Many characters were written
as exaggerated versions of Indian
identity.

"It was mostly a stereotypical actor
or a stereotypical character with an
actor having to speak in the accent or
having to... do the work at 7-11," she
said.

She recalled an audition in which
she was told the role needed to appear
“more Indian.”

"What does that even mean?" she
said. Even so, Chopra acknowledged
that earlier actors who accepted such
roles helped open doors for others.

"Those were the actors whose
shoulders I stand on... because that
was all that was available," she said.

More recently, a different life
experience - motherhood - has
influenced how she approaches her
work.

Chopra said she filmed '"The Bluff
'shortly after becoming a parent, and
the experience changed the way

she understood the character's
motivations.

"I was a new mom at that time

when I was filming this movie," she
said.

The film's central conflict revolves
around a mother protecting her child
in a violent world.

"If somebody came after my kid...
what am I capable of? I'd rip your
head off," she said.

"What is a parent capable of doing
if somebody came after your kid?" she
added.

"You would definitely put yourself
and do whatever you could to make
sure that your kid's fine."

In that sense, the film's themes
echo far beyond its historical setting.
Questions of belonging, identity, and
protection - of family, culture, and
memory - remain central to how
people navigate the modern world.

Salim Merchant |

defends AR
Rahman amid

M communal bias row

omposer Salim
Merchant opened
up on A R Rahman's
remark about
communal bias. He pointed
out that if Rahman is doing
the music for "Ramayana"
- one of the biggest films on
Indian mythology in history,
it is hard to believe that
Y there is any communal bias
at play.

Sharing his take on the
matter, Salim said, "I don't
think that is true. I mean,
with all due respect to what
Rahman said. He may be
right in his own way, for
his own experience. I don't
think that's true. I feel the
; composer who is doing the
biggest film in the history
of Indian cinema, which
is a Hindu epic called
'Ramayana’, if he is the
composer of that, then |
don't think there is any
problem with any communal
thing. But that is my take on

it, my opinion; he might have
his own reasons."

Refreshing your memory,
Rahman had recently talked
about getting limited work
offers in Bollywood. The
Oscar-winning composer
had said, "People who are
not creative have the power
now to decide things, and
this might have been a
communal thing also, but
not in my face. It comes to
me as Chinese whispers
that they booked you, but
the music company went
ahead and hired their five
composers. I said, 'Oh, that's
great, rest for me, I can chill
out with my family."
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Saba Pataudi’s Women's Day

tribute to Kare

ollywood actor Saif Ali Khan'
Saba Pataudi decided to celebrate all

the women from the Pataudi
Women's Day.

Saba compiled an elongated note on her
IG, where she gave a special shout-out to her

sister-in-law Kareena Kapoor, calling

an "inspiration". She referred to Bebo as an
"incredible artist in her own right" and a true

star both at home and beyond.
Saba further used the opportunity

remember some incredible women from her clan,

including her grandmother, her mother, Sharmila

Tagore, and also her sister, Soha Ali Khan.
Uploading a couple of unseen photos of the

Pataudi women, she wished all on Women's

Day, saying, "WOMEN..We dont need a day to

celebrate US! Its a 365 days tribute;)

of a woman.... Endures a LOT. We multitask on
many levels. Pure genius. To my ancestors...
grandmother, her sisters... rulers mothers sisters

and both daughter n wife! (sic)".

Praising her mother, Sharmila Tagore, she

s sister

J
family this L

her

to

Strength

ena Kapoor
W [ | '

|

shared, "Amma... Mother...daughter sister wife
and a legend in Indian cinema. (sic)."
Lauding Kareena, Saba wrote, "Bebo... my

sister by marriage, and incredible artist in her

own right! Star. Home n beyond. You inspire".

Aly Goni slams trolls
after Anurag Dobhal
live stream scare

ctor Aly Goni
has slammed
the trolls
making fun
of YouTuber and ‘Bigg
Boss 17’ contestant,
Anurag Dobhal after he
attempted suicide under
severe psychological
distress. Aly Goni
recently took to the
Stories section of his
Instagram, and shared a
video of himself talking
about the YouTuber, and
pulling up people, who
are making fun of his
mental health.

He said in the video,
“here is a YouTuber
named Anuraag, whose
YouTube handle is
called UKO7. That guy
uploaded a video of
himself. He showed
himself in front of
people. That whatever
is going on in his life,
it's a family matter,
he shouldn't interfere.
But that guy showed
himself”.

“His fans, the people
who loved him in front of
them, what did they give
him in return? Laughter,
jokes, trolling. Now,

I have heared that

he tried to commit
suicide in a moving
car on the highway. He
was driving at a speed
of 250 kmph, and I
don't know, I hope he
is fine. But sad, sad
reality, shame on you
guys, shame on you
people, making fun of
him. God is watching
all of you. That's all
I will say. I hope he
is fine”, he added.:

Anurag Dobhal
attempted to

.

take his life for the
second time in days
when he crashed his car
during an Instagram
live. Calling it his ‘final
drive’, the influencer
said ‘goodbye’ to
thousands of followers
before crashing his

car into a barrier. His
manager, Vinay gave a
health update as Anurag
has been admitted to the
ICU.

He said in a
statement, “On behalf
of Team UK Rider, I
as Anurag Dobhal's
manager confirm that
he is currently under
medical observation in
hospital. We request
everyone to please
treat this as the official
statement and avoid
continuous calls
regarding the situation.
If there are any further
updates, we will share
them at the appropriate

time”.
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