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Opinion

Pak Conflict an

ollowing Pakistan’s
reported role in an
attempt at brokering
truce between the
United States and
Iran in the midst of a month-long
war in West Asia, Afghanistan
appears to have increased its
regional outreach amid its own
armed conflict with Islamabad.
While discussing bilateral
relations with Afghan
Foreign Minister, Amir Khan
Muttaqi, Iran’s envoy in Kabul,
Alireza Bikdeli shared his
country’s views on the recent
developments following what he
described as a “war initiated by
the United States and Israel.
Muttaqi, in turn, described
the situation as an “aggression”
by Washington and Tel Aviv
against Iran and warned that
the expansion of the conflict
would be harmful to the region.
According a report, the Afghan

Foreign Minister also “expressed
appreciation for Iran’s positive
stance regarding recent
tensions between Afghanistan
and Pakistan”, and added that
the government statement
emphasised that Kabul seeks to
resolve “reasonable demands of
both sides through meaningful
and sincere dialogue”.

On his part, the acting
head of Iran’s embassy in
Kabul, “described cooperation
between Afghanistan and Iran
- especially in trade, as positive.
He said Iran’s leadership is
closely monitoring the recent
situation between Afghanistan
and Pakistan and supports a
peaceful resolution.”

The meeting was held to
discuss bilateral relations and
regional issues, where Muttaqi
reportedly described trade
relations between Afghanistan
and Iran as growing,

In a separate report late on
Sunday, the news website also
mentioned Muttaqi’s phone
call with United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. Incidentally, the UAE,
too, is said to be among the
negotiators between Washington

and Tehran. They reportedly
discussed bilateral relations,
issues between Afghanistan
and the United States, the
regional situation, as well as
“recent tensions between
Afghanistan and Pakistan”.
Muttaqi added that Afghanistan,
as a neighboring country, seeks
to resolve issues with Pakistan
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Kabul in Renewed Regional Outreach Amid its

through dialogue and mutual
understanding and will not
allow Afghan territory to be used
against Pakistan.

The UAE foreign minister
was also stated to have said that
continued tensions between
Afghanistan and Pakistan
benefit neither side and that
his country supports efforts to
reduce tensions and strengthen
stability in the region.

Muttaqi, added the Afghan
foreign ministry release,
appreciated the UAE’s
mediating role in the release
of an American prisoner and
emphasised that issues should
be resolved through dialogue.

Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan described relations
between Afghanistan and the
US as important and added that
his country would play a positive
role in this regard.

This comes as rising regional

d War in West Asia”?

tensions have made the role
of mediating countries such
as the United Arab Emirates
increasingly significant, with
expectations that diplomatic
efforts could help pave the
way for reducing the crisis and
ensuring stability in Afghanistan
and the region.

The beleaguered nation of
Afghanistan has Iran on its West
and Pakistan on its South and
Southeast. While the Pakistan
border remain closed since
about five months following
its war with the neighbour, the
US-Israel bombing of Iran has
brought volatility to the other
side too. Being a landlocked
country, and the Taliban
government facing sanctions,
global supply of aid and support
material remains under stress
with the closest seaports being
situated in Afghanistan’s two
immediate neighbours.

Oli’'s Arrest Row Puts Nepal Govt’s
Justice Claims Under Scrutlny

ince the arrest of former Nepal Prime
Minister K.P. Sharma Oli and his then
colleague, ex-Home Minister Ramesh
Lekhak, for their reported role in the
September 2025 firing that left many

Deadly Heatwaves in India

round

84
heatstroke
deaths have been
recorded in the

ummer of 2025.

The devastating 2010 heatwave

led to 1,344 additional deaths,

most of them above 65 years

dead in Kathmandu, mixed reactions have
been coming from the Himalayan nation over
administrative exercise and intent.

Pressure had been building ever since
a probe agency submitted its findings and
recommendations to the interim government on
March 8. There were growing calls to make the
report public. However, the then administration
is understood to have deferred the decision,
preferring that the incoming Prime Minister
and cabinet take a call on the matter.

Even so, excerpts from the nearly 1,000-page
report began appearing in sections of Nepal’s
media, prompting the interim government to
consider releasing it just days before the new
government was sworn in.

According to reports, the proper way would
have been to first make the report public, after
which the police could have taken the case
against the two politicians to court. Instead, the
hasty arrests have fuelled suspicions that the
new government could use its supermajority to
target its opponents.

Incidentally, both Nepal and Bangladesh
saw new democratically elected governments
emerge after youth-led protests over alleged
misrule, though the course of events differed
in the two countries, both neighbours of India.

In Nepal, a new government took office after
youth-led protests over alleged misgovernance.
K.P. Sharma Oli, though ousted, participated
in the electoral process but lost to incumbent
Balendra Shah. In contrast, in Bangladesh,
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina fled the
country amid unrest, and a court later awarded
her the death sentence over alleged atrocities.
Her party, the Awami League, has since been
barred from political activity.

Without drawing direct parallels, the article

urged caution on the part of Nepal’s new
leadership.

It is hoped that the new government - on
which people have pinned such high hopes -
acts with more caution in the future, including
the cases of Oli and Lekhak. This is vital to
delivering justice to the families of those who
were killed during the Gen Z uprising, which
is one of the government’s justifications for
the arrests. All those who were involved in
the brutal suppression of peaceful protests on
September 8 last year must be brought to book.

Yet if the government is seen to be selectively
targeting a few people while sparing others
implicated in suppressing the uprising, the
legitimacy of the whole process of prosecution
and justice-delivery to victim families, starting
with the formation of the Gauri Bahadur
Karki-led commission last year, will come into
question.

While a similar crackdown by law
enforcement agencies in Bangladesh had led
to the deaths of several protesters, followed
by mob violence and attacks on Awami
League members and minority Hindus, no
comparable incidents of retaliatory violence
have been reported in Nepal under the interim
government. With its mandate, the government
has a chance to work wonders for the country.
It should not let that mandate go to waste by
getting embroiled in such distractions that
could easily have been avoided.

of age.

Globally, stroke ranks
among the top 10 cause of
death. Between 2000 and 2019,
the World Health Organization
and United Nations
Environment Programme
projected around 489,000 heat-
related deaths worldwide, with
more than 85 per cent of these
deaths occurring in the age
group of 65 and above.

In India, Abhik Sinha’s
studies highlighted the major
concerns of elderly patients
with chronic conditions.
Heat-related deaths among
those over 65 have risen by 70
per cent in two decades and
accidents like those in 2003
in France demonstrate the
critical need of attention.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issued red
alerts for many states after
Delhi reached 43°C. A spike
in heatstroke and dehydration
cases followed in Noida and
Ghaziabad, especially among
the elderly.

There are 1.1 billion persons
aged 60 and above globally
as of 2022. This number is
expected to double to 2.1 billion
by 2050. Asia is home to 54 of
the world’s elderly population,
which will rise to nearly 1.3
billion or 25 per cent of its total
population by 2050

Recent studies show daily
mortality among the elderly
in India is 14.7 per cent when
the temperature is at 97th
percentile for the 2 consecutive
days. These are predictions of
mortality among the elderly
living in a South Indian urban
community: 92.5 per annum
for men and 51.0 per annum
for women. Among rural
regions, eastern Maharashtra,
which has 78 per cent of its
population living outside cities,
reports that nearly 30 per cent
of patients admitted to the
outpatient department daily
fall sick due to heat exposure.

A 2 C temperature rise is
linked to a 65 per cent increase
in communicable diseases.
With the elderly population
expected to double by 2050,
this overlap of climate stress
highlights the urgent need for
adaptive measures.

Why seniors suffer more

Heatwaves do not impact
all populations equally, with

the vulnerable bearing a
disproportionate burden.
Studies show 82 per cent to 92
per cent of mortality is among
older populations. Multiple
interacting factors exacerbate
the severity of the suffering
population.

Biological factors,
contribute to this risk. Patients
already suffering from severe
conditions like respiratory
illnesses, renal disease, mental
and behavioural disorders,
and cardiovascular problems
are more vulnerable. These
diseases show positive
associations with heat-related
mortality. During heatwaves,
thermoregulation lowers the
sweat response.

Dehydration and fluid loss
put a strain on kidneys. At the
same time, increased heart rate
and decreased blood pressure
cause cardiovascular strain,
further increasing morbidity
in vulnerable populations.

(Courtesy: DTE)

Big Leap in India-Israel Farm Ties

he India-Israel
cooperation in

innovations and best practices
in drip irrigation, fertigation,

agriculture has received

a huge push with

the announcement,
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Jerusalem last
month, of setting up more
Centres of Excellence as high-
tech agricultural hubs and taking
these further to the village level
to ensure that the use of modern
farm techniques percolates directly
to the grassroots.

At the heart of the India-Israeli
partnership have been Centres
of Excellence (CoEs) -- high-tech
agricultural hubs co-designed
by Israeli experts and Indian
agricultural institutions.

While 32 of these are already
operational, 18 more have been
under development.

During this visit to Israel, PM
Modi announced their decision to
take this number to 100 to ensure
enhanced productivity and income
for Indian farmers.

These CoEs have adapted Israeli

protected cultivation, pest
management, nursery technology;,
and water-efficient horticulture to
local Indian conditions.

These have trained thousands
of Indian farmers across states
from Punjab to Karnataka in new
methods to boost the quality and
quantity of crops.

While comprehensive statewide
income data is still emerging, early
field surveys show that farmers
participating in CoE and allied
programmes have reported higher
monthly net incomes thanks to
better crop quality and reduced
input waste.

According to a report, it is in
this backdrop that Prime Minister
Modi, along with his Israeli
counterpart, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, announced
a new grassroots-centric initiative
known as 'Villages of Excellence'.
This shift -- from isolated
demonstration plots to community-
level transformation -- seeks to

embed Israeli technologies directly
into Indian village ecosystems. It
means farmers won't merely visit
a CokE site; they can experience
tailored irrigation systems,
satellite-based soil monitoring and

real-time decision support right in
their home districts.

This enduring partnership in
the agriculture sector has ensured
mutual benefit for both sides.
Indian farmers have learned new

ways of saving water, increasing
yields and boosting incomes.
Israel's precision systems -- from
drip and micro-sprinkler irrigation
to automated fertigation - can cut
water use by up to 40-60 per cent

compared to traditional surface
irrigation, a vital improvement in
water-stressed regions of India.

It highlights that in CoE sites,
horticulture crops -- tomato,
capsicum, and melon - yields have
risen between 20 and 40 per cent
within a few seasons as growers
adopt controlled environments and
calibrated nutrient regimes.

Besides, the training in post-
harvest handling and integrated
pest management reduces losses,
has improved market value for
smallholders, which has resulted
in major gains in states such as
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh.

Likewise, Israeli farmers
and agritech sectors have also
benefitted as Indian demand
provides Israeli technology firms
-- especially those specialising
in Artificial Intelligence-driven
crop analytics, sensors, and
automated irrigation systems
-- with a vast field of laboratories
and a commercial pathway which
makes their partnership mutually
beneficial.
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Glamour

here is a girl in

every small Punjabi

town. She has a

dream that is too

large for the place
she was born in. She wants a
career she can call her own.
She wants love that is worth
the risk. And every single day,
the world around her has a
hundred quiet ways of telling
her to want less.

GTC Punjabi thinks that girl
deserves her own show. And
from today, she has one.

Sweety Beauty Parlour,
GTC Punjabi's new fiction
series, premieres this evening
at 6:30 PM, Monday to Friday.

A Beauty Parlour. A Big
Dream. And a World That
Pushes Back.

The show centres on
Sweety, a young woman from
a Punjabi small town who
plans to run her own beauty
parlour and refuses, against
considerable odds, to let
anyone tell her she cannot. She
is funny. She is fearless. She is
also, in the quiet hours, fragile
in the way that only truly brave
people are. The beauty parlour
is her stage and her sanctuary
— the place where she plans
to build the life she has always
imagined.

And then there is Goldy.
Played by Navdeep, Goldy is
the complication Sweety never
asked for and finds she cannot
walk away from — the kind
of person who arrives in your
life and quietly rearranges
everything. The chemistry
between the two leads gives
the show its pulse: warm
and sparring, tender and
complicated.

Sweety is played by Mannat,
whose performance in the
early episodes is a thing of
quiet revelation. She does

GTC Punjabi's new show is
the story every small-town
Punjabi girl knows by heart

Sweety Beauty Parlour premieres today on G'1'C Punjabi, directed by Gaurav
Rana of Chauser and Mohre fame. It is a bittersweet tale of ambition, love,
and heartbreak — and it may be the most honest Punjabi fiction show on air.

£

Sweety is not a character.
She is every girl from every
small Punjabi town who has
sat in her room at night and
imagined a bigger life — and
then woken up the next
morning and actually tries
to build it. Gaurav Rana has
brought cinematic craft

to this story that Punjabi
television has never quite
seen. Mannat and Navdeep
make you believe every
word. We are proud of this
show the way you are proud
of something that tells the
truth.

- Dr. Rabindra Narayan,

Founder and MD, GTC
Network

not play Sweety as a heroine.
She plays her as a person
— specific, contradictory,

impossible to reduce to a type.

That specificity is what makes
the show feel real.

A Filmmaker Who Knows
Punjab's Soul

The creative authority
behind the show is Gaurav

Rana, the filmmaker whose
previous work — the acclaimed
Punjabi features Chauser and
Mohre — established him as
one of the most emotionally
intelligent voices in Punjabi
storytelling. Rana brings a

film director's instinct for
character and frame to a
television canvas, and the
difference shows. There is a
visual restraint and a narrative
patience in Sweety Beauty

Parlour that Punjabi television
fiction rarely allows itself.
The neighbourhood
beauty parlour as a setting
is deceptively rich. It is a
place built on intimacy, where
women share confidences
they keep from the rest of the
world, where relationships
are made and strained, where
gossip and grief sit side by
side. Rana understands this
space, and he uses it.

A Channel That Is Clearly
Just Getting Started

The launch of Sweety
Beauty Parlour is not the only
announcement GTC Punjabi
is making today. The channel
has also launched Surtaaj
Of Punjab, a singing talent
competition that sets out to
find the finest vocal talent from
Punjab and its global diaspora.
Auditions are open as of today.
The show goes to air April
through July 2026.

Beyond that, GTC Network
has greenlit two additional
original fiction series currently
in pre-production, and has
commenced work on a slate
of original Punjabi short films
that will air on Punjabi Shorts
— the world's first dedicated
short-film channel in the
Punjabi language — and across
the network's global OTT
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SWEETY BEAUTY PARLOUR - AT A GLANCE
Channel: GTC Punjabi (DD Freedish LCN 72, Tata Play LCN 1904, Airtel

DTH, Fastway, DEN, Sky UK 770)

OTT: JioTV, YuppTV, DistroTV, NeoTV+ and more
Schedule: Monday to Friday, 6:30 PM IST

Director: Gaurav Rana (Chauser,

Mohre)

Cast: Mannat as Sweety, Navdeep as Goldy

distribution. Details on titles,
cast, and air dates will follow in
the coming weeks.

GTC Punjabi is the flagship
channel of GTC Network,
founded by Dr. Rabindra
Narayan, widely recognised as
the Father of Punjabi Satellite
Television, who launched the
world's first Punjabi satellite
channel, Punjabi World, in
1998. The channel's tagline —
Rooh Punjab Di — is turning

out to be more than a brand
line. On the evidence of today's
launch, it is a statement of
intent.

Sweety Beauty Parlour
airs Monday to Friday at 6:30
PM on GTC Punjabi, available
on DD Freedish (LCN 72),
Tata Play (LCN 1904), Airtel
DTH, Fastway, DEN, and Sky
UK 770. The show streams on
JioTV, YuppTV, DistroTV, and
NeoTV+.

Anil Kapoor, Sunita
Kapoor welcome
Sonam Kapoor’s
second son, celebrate
grandson s arrlval

eteran star Anil Kapoor and

his wife Sunita Kapoor have

been brimming with joy ever

since their elder daughter
and actress Sonam Kapoor announced
the arrival of her second baby. The
proud parents of Sonam took to their
respective social media accounts to
express their joy as they welcomed
their second grandson.

Taking to his social media, Anil
Kapoor expressed his overwhelming
happiness in a heartfelt note.

Sharing his emotions, he wrote,
“And just like that... my heart has
grown even bigger. Welcome to the
world, my little one, you are already
so deeply loved. Vayu, you're a big
brother now... and I know you’ll be
amazing. Thank you, Sonam and
Anand... Nana’s heart is full. Welcome
to the madness, my baby—welcome to
a lifetime of love.”

Echoing similar sentiments,
Sonam’s mother and Anil's wife,
Sunita Kapoor also shared her joy over
the growing family.

' H

SAYANI GUPTA EYES
BOLD MOVE BEHIND
THE CAMERA

ollywood actress
Sayani Gupta, who has
turned producer with
her upcoming short
film ‘Aasmani’, has shared
what she is focussing on as
a producer. After spending
over a decade working across
films and streaming, the
actress says the shift towards
production comes from a
growing need to be more
involved in storytelling from
the ground up.

Talking about the same, the
actress said, “It has been a
long dream. I've been wanting
to tell a certain kind of stories
and the idea is to be able to
create an enabling space for
collaboration. We will go slowly
but steadily, concentrating on
one film at a time”.

She further mentioned, “For
us the quality of writing, craft,
storytelling will always take
precedence, and for that to
happen, the right kind of time,
care and attention needs to be
given to every project”.

‘Aasmani’ is the first
production from Sayani Gupta
Movies. It stars Revathy
along with Daria Bedi and
Abhay Kaul, has been written,
directed and produced by
Sayani. While she has earlier
co-produced projects like
‘Where the Winds Blow’ and

t.\rl

by Vamshi.

ollywood superstar
Salman Khan, who was
last seen on the big
screen in Sikandar, will
start working on his next film
produced by Dil Raju and helmed

Salman took to Instagram
to share the news and wrote:
“Dil, Dimag, Jigar se from this
April with @directorvamshi
and #DilRaju #Shirish @
srivenkateswaracreations @
kuldeep_rathorel8 #RafiKazi.”

The star did not share much
details about the upcoming
project. However, media reports
suggest that the film, touted to
be an entertainer, is expected

(A
‘Upar Neeche’, and various
short films like ‘Dear Men’
&amp; Oscar qualifying
‘Shameless’, ‘Aasmani’ is her
first full blown production.
Sayani spent over a year
scouting locations across
Maharashtra. Pune eventually
became their base, given
her connection to her alma
mater, FTIL. Handling both
production and directing for
the first time was a mammoth
task. Backed by Sumitra
Gupta Foundation for Arts
and One India Stories, the
film brings together Executive
Producers Nikkhil Advani,
Dia Mirza and Ananya Rane.
Sayani also revealed that she
is currently working on two
international co-productions
in different genres, further
expanding her work as a
producer.

* Salman Khan to start next with Dil Ra u
in April, titled Dil, Dimag, Jigar Se

to feature an extensive shooting
schedule and multiple locations
across the country are likely to
be used. The film may reportedly
release by Eid 2027.

Salman is currently busy
with his upcoming war drama,
"Maatrubhumi", which was
earlier called "Battle of Galwan".
Helmed by Apoorva Lakhia, the
project features Chitrangada
Singh as the leading lady.
"Maatrubhumi" is slated to
reach the cinema halls on April
17. The star was last seen in the
action drama film written and
directed by A. R. Murugadoss.

It also stars Kajal Aggarwal,
Rashmika Mandanna, Sharman

Joshi, Sathyaraj, Jatin Sarna,
Sanjay Kapoor, Prateik Smita
Patil and Kishore.

In the film, Sanjay "Sikandar"
Rajkot is motivated by a tragic
accident to redeem his past
by changing the lives of three
people and finds himself targeted
by a vengeful politician.

In other news, Salman on
March 21 brought his father
Salim Khan out to greet fans
on Eid, days after his discharge
from the hospital. The star
was joined by his father Salim
and the rest of the family as he
greeted his fans on Eid from
the balcony of their Galaxy
apartment.

Harinder Sikka
calls appointing
Meghna Gulzar
for Raazi his
gravest
misjudgment’

mid the resounding

success of
"Dhurandhar", author
Harinder Sikka has

expressed regret over the
cinematic adaptation of his 2008
espionage novel Calling Sehmat,
which inspired the 2018 film
“Raazi” starring Alia Bhatt and
directed by Meghna Gulzar.

Sikka took to X, where he
first shared a picture of a stack
of books such as “An Indian Spy
In Pakistan”, “Plot, Lies &amp;
Deceit Pulwama &amp; Balakot”,
“Terrorism and Insurgency”,
“Calling Sehmat”, “Mission
Overseas”, “The Unending Game”
and “The Spy Chronicles”.

A text overlay read:
“Dhurandhar 2 gave you a
cinematic glimpse. Here’s where
the real story begins.”

Sikka said the book continues
to rank among the most impactful
espionage works globally, adding
that it sheds light on cross-border
tensions, hostile elements within
the film industry, and criminal
networks rooted in Punjab.
However, he believes the film
failed to capture the essence of
the original narrative.

“Calling Sehmat #Raazi
ranks among the top books on
espionage ever written, globally.
It exposes Pakistan across border,
hostile forces in Bollywood &amp;
a Punjab-based criminals within,”
he wrote on X, formerly called
Twitter.
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