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Opinion

Akshay Bansal
Member, BJPYM, NEC

n a recent hearing on

the SIR exercise in

West Bengal, a Bench

of Chief Justice Surya

Kant remarked that he
had read an article about the
exercise across the country.
“Apart from West Bengal,
everywhere it happened
smoothly;” quoted Kant. This
was projected as the so-called
final arrow by Mamata Baner-
jee has ultimately backfired,
failing in its attempt to create
a Delhi vs West Bengal narra-
tive by the supreme court of
india. But why SIR process
remains friction in Bengal? It
is mainly due to two reasons
exclusion & inclusion error
but in the case of west Bengal
there is inclusion error rather
than exclusion error. The

study, titled ‘Demographic
Reconstruction of Legitimate
Voter Counts: Study from
Electoral Roll Inflation in the
Indian State of West Bengal,
estimates the voter list in
Bengal is inflated by at least
13.69 per cent, with 1.04 crore
excess voters.

Former State Chief Electoral
Officer of Bengal and Rajya
Sabha MP Jawhar Sircar has
questioned the credibility of
the voter data, noting, “If we
take the population growth
of Bengal in these 20 years,
the increase in the number of
electors cannot be more than
6 crore. The present total
voters of 7.62 crore voters
is suspected”. Only political
argument against the exer-
cise was 61 lakh people were
excluded and BJP want to cut
bengali as to win election but
what about Uttar Pradesh
does this argument fit for
Uttar Pradesh too? Where
approximately 2.8 crore
names were removed from
the rolls, representing 18.7
per cent of the total elector-
ate highest in any state also
it must be noted that in some
states voter numbers had also

increased after the exercise.

SIR is not just an revisionist
exercise but necessary “elec-
toral correction”, linking it to
concerns over illegal immigra-
tion and demographic change
West Bengal remains one of
the fragile estate where infil-
tration remains a concern
recent migration is evident
particularly in border districts
of Murshidabad, Malda, North
& South paragana where the
highest rate of cases are under
adjudication. Just because of a

It is the first time
that Supreme Court
has worked as the
observer of the election
commission of India,
even the providing the
judges and additional
judges from the
state of Jharkhand,
Odisha for doing the
democratic process.

vote bank politics, the national
security along the Siliguri cor-
ridor cannot be compromised.

It is not an adhoc decision but
well structured & legal pro-
cess.

Although acknowledged some
shortcomings or some admin-
istrative defect exist but it
doesn’t mean that the process
is faulty exercise taking in con-
sideration large country with a
shortage of the manpower and
a technology transition under-
way. Creating panic & giving
speeches like 3-4 people dying
daily over legitimate exercise
& threating state official who
are involved in democratic
exercise. As said by EC offi-
cials in supreme court in
West Bengal alleged the need
for deploying micro-observ-
ers was felt as the EROs were
acting on orders of the ruling
party. They alleged that the
EROs were not deleting those
electors who were ineligible
and were uploading all man-
ner of documents as proof,
including fake ones shows
continuing Bengal political
violence legacy.

Deaths of any Booth Level
Officer are undeniably tragic,
and they deserve compassion
and must not be converted
into political weapon. Section

aJ$9d

2[ehdIR, 03 3T 2026

Daily Bilingual News Paper (Hindi & English)

nstitutions Over Intimidation: SIR as a Pillar
of Electoral Integrity in West Bengal

21 of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, which
explicitly provides for the
revision of electoral rolls
and grants the Commission
discretion over the manner,
timing, and modalities of
such revisions. It is the first
time that Supreme Court has
worked as the observer of the
election commission of India,
even the providing the judges
and additional judges from the
state of Jharkhand, Odisha for
doing the democratic process.
So far 19 tribunals and even
appelete tribunal by Calcutta
high court has been formed to
challenge the decision Shows
systematic democratic pro-
cess follows.

Out of nearly 60 lakhs names
under review, about 32 lakhs
have already been resolved.
The first list released on
March 23, covered about 10
lakh cases and the second
21 lakh now recently third
list is also published. As
per the direction of SC now
the supplementary list will
be published on a regular
basis. Rather than present-
ing empirical evidence, these
statements rely on evocative,

crisis-laden language designed
to trigger public anxiety and
suspicion towards the elec-
toral administration. So much
Ruckus about SIR shifted
attention away from many
core issues among these is the
state's inability to create an
adequate number of new jobs
for its young population, stop-
ping migration, implementing
the seventh pay commission
where the centre is moving
towards eighth pay commis-
sion TMC has had to answer
some serious questions. Once
a leader who rose to power
with the slogan of Maa, Mati
& Manush( Mother, Moth-
erland and People) shows
a staggering decline with
obstructionist politics and
repeated accusations against
constitutional institutions
reflecting a troubling erosion
of faith in democratic ethos.
As Adam Przeworski notes
"democracies rarely collapse
through sudden institutional
breakdown; more often, they
deteriorate through the grad-
ual, strategic erosion of trust
engineered by political actors
who benefit from weakening
oversight mechanisms."

What Ails Nepal’s Tourism ?

Benefits of PM

epal has witnessed
the impact of the
ongoing West
Asia crisis as the
number of foreign
tourist arrivals from Europe,
the Americas, West Asia, and
Africa has dropped sharply in
March.
The conflict has been ongoing
since February 28, when the
US and Israel launched a mil-
itary attack on Iran. Its fallout
is being felt across the world,
with travel restrictions and ris-
ing prices affecting the entire
global economy.
Usually, Nepal sees a sharp rise
in foreign tourist arrivals in
March, April, and May — the
peak tourist season — as the
number of visitors coming for
Himalayan climbing increases.
A large number of Indian tour-
ists also visit Nepal to escape
the hot weather, as the country
offers relatively cooler temper-
atures in summer.
Although Nepal recorded a
sharp rise in tourist arrivals
from South Asia, other Asian
regions, and Oceania, arrivals
from other regions plunged, as
many travellers use West Asia
as a transit route to Nepal,
where the war is ongoing.
The N'TB said in a statement
that tourist arrivals from West
Asia fell by 37.1 per cent to 1,718,
while arrivals from the Amer-
icas declined by 25.4 per cent
to 10,374. Arrivals from Africa

dropped by 22.2 per cent to
5,958 and those from Europe
decreased by 18.9 per cent
to 20,876 in March 2026 on a
year-on-year basis. As a result,
overall foreign tourist arrivals
in March decreased by one per
cent to 120,516.

During the month, arrivals
from South Asia grew by 20.9
per cent to 42,668, with India
leading the way at 25,728 visi-
tors. India is the largest source
market for Nepal's tourism. A
total of 10,759 tourists arrived
from Sri Lanka and 4,676 from
Bangladesh. The high number

of visitors from India indicates
that religious, cultural, and
short-duration travel trends
remain strong.

Similarly, the number of tour-
ists arriving from other Asian
countries has also been encour-
aging. Nepal received 11,220
tourists from China, 6,020 from
Myanmar, and 3,897 from Thai-
land. There were also notable
arrivals from Japan, Malay-
sia, and South Korea. Overall,
33,436 tourists visited Nepal
from the ‘other Asia’ region,
accounting for about 27.7 per
cent of total arrivals.

Mudra Scheme

radhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PMMY) has sanctioned more
than 52.37 crore loans disburs-
ing a total of Rs. 33.65 lakh
crore since its launch in April
2015, according to an official fact-sheet.
Around 70 per cent of loans went to
women entrepreneurs and about 50
per cent to borrowers from Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other
Backward Classes.
A category wise breakdown of loan
sanctions showed that Shishu loans
account for 78 per cent of the number
of loans and 36 per cent of the amount
sanctioned.
Shishu category covers loans in PMMY
up to Rs. 50,000. Kishor applies to loans
above Rs. 50,000 and up to Rs. 5 lakh,
while Tarun category means loans
above Rs. 5 lakh and up to Rs. 10 lakh.
Kishor loans made up 20 per cent of
loans and 40 per cent of the amount
disbursed.
Tarun loans accounted for 2 per cent
of loans and 24 per cent of the amount
disbursed, it noted. Tarun Plus, is
designed specifically for those who have
successfully repaid loans under the
Tarun category, allowing them to access
funding between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 20
lakh. Additionally, the Credit Guaran-
tee Fund for Micro Units (CGFMU)
will now provide guarantee coverage
for these enhanced loans, further rein-
forcing the government’s commitment
to nurturing a robust entrepreneurial
ecosystem in India.

PMMY was launched for financing
income-generating small business
enterprises in manufacturing, trading
and service sectors, including activities
allied to agriculture such as poultry,
dairy, beekeeping, etc. Term Loan and
‘Working Capital requirements can both
be met.

To strengthen support for aspiring
entrepreneurs, the Finance Minister
announced an increase in the loan limit
to Rs 20 lakh during the Union Budget
2024-25 on July 23, 2024. This new limit
took effect on October 24, 2024. These
loans are extended through Banks,
NBFCs, MFIs, and other financial insti-
tutions.

Invisible Hand, DemsweVlctory HowlntelllgenceSeaIed Fateof Naxalism

Vicky Nanjappa

nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah
delivered on his
promise of a ‘Naxal
Mukt Bharat'. The
Home Minister announced that
all members of the Naxal central
and state committees have been
killed, arrested or have surren-
dered. Talks are on with the
last active CPI (Maoist) central
committee member, he said, sig-
nalling the near-complete end of
the Maoist leadership.
The Red Corridor, once
stretched from Tirupati to
Nepal, has shrunk to just two dis-
tricts from its peak of 126. While
an iron-fist policy of the Nar-
endra Modi government paved
the way for this collapse, other
factors, such as coordination,
a free hand, and development,
contributed to the success of this
mission. The quiet work carried

out by the Intelhgence agencies
was a major contributor. An
official said that the Intelligence
about the presence of Naxalites,
be it commanders or foot sol-
diers, hardly ever failed since
Amit Shah declared that India
would be Naxalite-free by March
31 2026.

When operations began on a
large scale to eradicate this
movement, one major step
taken was a massive overhaul of
Intelligence. The transformation
was precise and was undertaken

When operations
began on a large
scale to eradicate
this movement, one
major step taken was
a massive overhaul of
Intelligence

quietly. The first job that the
Central Reserve Police Force

(CRPF) undertook was to acti-
vate its Intelligence wing. This
wing was initially tasked with
mapping every naxalite that was
alive. The mapping began at the
ground level, and the targets
were the members of the Jan
Militia, Revolutionary People’s
Committees and also the sup-
port network within the forests
and villages.

Another official explained that
all meetings relating to the
overhaul of the Intelligence units
were overseen at the top level,
which was headed by the Union

Home Mlmster The official sald
that the transformation did not
take place overnight. The Intel-
ligence unit was not centralised.
Instead, it was decided that each
battalion would have a dedicated
Intelligence unit.

Officials part of this operation
say that gathering Intelligence is
no easy task. At the start, there
was plenty of mistrust, and the
locals were not willing to pass
information. The Intelligence
officials then began visiting nax-
al-affected villages and began
building a relationship with the

locals. During these interactions,
the officials convinced the vil-
lagers that Naxalism was a lost
cause. They reminded them of
the developmental works, such
as communication and roads,
that the government had under-
taken.

It was important to convince the
villagers that it was the govern-
ment which did the development
works, a promise that the Naxal-
ites had made but clearly failed
to fulfil. The official added that
convincing the people took some
time. Such operations lasted
weeks, if not months, in certain
villages. Convincing the villagers
was the turning point, and this
resulted in actionable Intelli-
gence. For long, the villagers
were the informants for the Nax-
als. This had resulted in major
attacks on the security forces,
which were precise in nature.
The Intelligence units had man-
aged to turn the tables, and soon
they ended up providing precise

information on the whereabouts
and movement of the Naxalites,
another official explained. He
further said that almost 90 per
cent of the Intelligence they
received was Grade A and highly
actionable.

Real-time intelligence was
another game-changer. This
resulted in the Naxalites failing
to carry out ambushes. Earlier,
the Naxalites were easily able
to plant Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs), which led to
the loss of lives of security per-
sonnel. Real-time intelligence
changed all that, an Intelli-
gence Bureau official said. This
resulted in the Naxalites failing
to execute, while the security
agencies used the information
not just to thwart attacks, but
also to get to the Naxalites and
eliminate them. Home Minister
Amit Shah, while declaring the
March 31 deadline, had told the
Naxalites they should either sur-
render or be Killed.

OO0 O CGNNNNNNNNEEEED "MK OO0 OGEIIIIID O© © O TG} ® 0 0 0E=Ecccs ©®c o



A\NA\MYKA& PANE
SIVARUN

SO0D "“PRINCE”
G MW

ollywood actress Ananya
Panday gave a sweet
birthday shoutout to her
Call Me Bae co-star Varun
Sood, fondly calling him
“Prince” in her social media story.
The two shared screen space in
the 2024 released series Call Me
Bae, and their off-screen
: camaraderie along
: with the other young
E starcast seemed to
be just as fun.
In the picture
shared by Ananya
on her social media
story, the group is
seen inside
a car,
capturing
a candid
and
joyful
moment.
The
actress
~ wishing
Varun
on his
birth
day,
T * wrote,
5w “Happy
Lot birthday

Priyanka Chopra

cheers ‘dost’

Ranveer Singh for ®
‘Dhurandhar’

lobal star Priyanka Regina Hall, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas has Chopra Jonas,
showered praise on Michael Pena,

her “dost” Ranveer Billy Eichner,

Singh, with whom she has

worked in movies such as Bobby
“Gunday” and “Dil Dhadkne Cannavale,
Do”, for the blockbuster Fortune
‘Dhurandhar’, while also Feimster,
lauding filmmaker Aditya and Bill
Dhar for his vision and Camp.
artistry. Regarding
Priyanka took to her Dhurandhar:
Instagram stories section The
to extend her heartfelt Revenge,
congratulations to the entire the film has
team of the film. Calling raked in a
Ranveer her “dost,” she staggering

expressed admiration for his
work. worldwide

She wrote:
“Congratulations mere dost
Granveersingh, @rampal72,
@actormaddy, #Akshaye
Khanna, @duttsanjay, @
saraarjunn, @therakeshbedi,
@adityadharfilms.”

Praising filmmaker Aditya
Dhar, Priyanka wrote that
he is “a man with a mission,”
adding that ‘Dhurandhar’ is
“a revelation in every way.”

She wrote: “Aditya,
you're a man with a mission.
Dhurandhar in every way is a
revelation.

Thank you all for your
artistry.”

Priyanka was recently
seen in the movie The
Bluff, where she played a
19th-century Caribbean
pirate in the swashbuckler
action drama.

She will next be seen in
Judgment Day, directed by
Nicholas Stoller and starring
Will Ferrell, Zac Efron,

on Day 11.

Jimmy Tatro,

Rs. 1,365 crore

since its release
on March 19.

A tweet from
the film’s banner Jio
Studios on X shared
a day-wise break-up
that the Ranveer Singh-
starrer collected Rs. 867
crore in India NBOC, with
a strong hold beyond its
opening week, adding Rs.
53 crore on Day 8, Rs. 42
crore on Day 9, Rs. 64 crore
on Day 10, and Rs. 71 crore

Globally, the film has
amassed a whopping Rs.
1,365 crore gross, including
Rs. 1,023 crore from India
and Rs. 342 crore from
overseas markets.

The first part of the
duology, which released
in December 5, 2025, too
was a box-office success,
grossing over Rs. 1,000 crore
worldwide within three
weeks of its release.

Princeeee! We you (and ur jokes..
occasionally) @varunsood12.”

Ananya is seen seated in the front,
and is dressed in a striking red outfit
paired with a black jacket. Varun
Sood is seen sitting at the backseat of
the car, posing for the click.

The other cast members of Call
Me Bae were seen seated in the
same car, laughing and posing for the
cameras.

Talking about Ananya Panday,
the actress who made her Bollywood
debut with Student of the Year 2, has
since featured in films like Pati Patni
Aur Woh, Khaali Peeli, Gehraiyaan,
and Dream Girl 2.

Varun Sood, on the other hand,
rose to fame through reality shows
like MTV Roadies, Splitsvilla, and
Ace of Space. He later transitioned
into acting with projects like Ragini
MMS: Returns. Talking about Call
Me Bae, the Hindi-language series
headlined by Ananya Panday, marked
her digital debut.

The show has been directed by
Collin D’Cunha and backed by Karan
Johar’s Dharmatic Entertainment.

The series also featured Varun
Sood, Vihaan Samat, Gurfateh
Pirzada, Muskkaan Jaferi and Vir
Das in key roles. The first season of
Call Me Bae released in 2024.

| E
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Twinkle Khanna recalls Akshay Kumar
dropping her hat into the Maldives Sea

ormer actress and author

Twinkle Khanna recalled

the moment when her

husband and Bollywood
superstar Akshay Kumar dropped
her beloved hat into the Maldivian
sea during their last trip to
Maldives.

The actress, through her social
media post, shared a humorous
glimpse from their previous
vacation.

The actor-turned-author took
to her social media account to post
a throwback video montage from
their Maldives trip, where she
described the incident as part of the
“chaos” created by her superstar
husband.

Sharing the video clip, she wrote,
“Throwback to our last trip with
stunning views, incredible food,
and thanks to Mr. K, some chaos. I

Twinkle’s
little dance as she
enjoys a relaxed

tried slowing down and delegated breakfast,
the underwater to him, and this is followed
the ‘masterpiece’ we got. He also by visuals
dropped my beloved hat into the of Akshay
sea. Couldn’t pull rabbits out of a standing by the
wet hat, but I did manage a few crystal-clear
dolphins.” waters.

The video montage captures a In another

mix of serene and playful moments clip, the couple
from their holiday It begins with is seen Walking

together at the property.

The video also features glimpses
of their underwater adventures,
including marine life exploration,
and candid moments from their
sunset dinner.

A playful segment shows Twinkle
pranking Akshay.

Twinkle concluded her note
by asking, “What is that one
holiday task you should
never assign your partner?”
and added, “Who knew
vacations came with
built-in pranks? Happy
April Fool’s Day.”

Talking about

Twinkle Khanna and

. Akshay Kumar, the
| couple got married
. in January 2001.
\ For the

' | uninitiated,

- | Twinkle is the
~ daughter of late
 superstar Rajesh
' Khanna and actor

Dimple Kapadia.

Akshay and

Twinkle are

parents to two

children, Aarav
and Nitara.

Mounl Roy ﬁnds love beyond
work on Singapore shoot

ouni Roy joined hands
with Punjabi singer-
rapper Riar Saab and
Divine for the song

Saucy, which was shot in Singapore.
The Bollywood actress shared that
it stopped feeling like they were
shooting and started feeling like she
was falling in love with the city.

Mouni said: “Singapore had
been on my travel wish list for a
while, and now it has my heart.
Experiencing this beautiful
beautiful country for the first
time while shooting Saucy was
something else entirely. The food,
the fashion, the energy;, it all flows
together so effortlessly.”

She added: We moved through
so many different spaces and
moods while filming, and the city
just kept revealing itself. Bustling
one moment, beautifully still the
next. It stopped feeling like we were
working and shooting and started
feeling like I was falling in love with
the city. I came to film and ended
up completely charmed. I will
definitely be coming back.”

“Saucy” is by independent
hip-hop label Gully Gang
Entertainment. The track appears

on Divine’s fifth studio
album ‘Walking on
Water’.

Divine said
that “Saucy” is
that groove
record, he
wanted
to give good.

people “Riar and I always have

some a good energy when we work

thing together, and with Mouni on the
they can video, the whole thing just came
just play together naturally. When we were
and feel ﬁguring out where to shoot the

ctress Samantha Ruth Prabhu has opened

up about the importance of starting the

day right, revealing a simple yet effective

“power morning” routine that she says has
brought about a significant transformation in her life.

Samantha took to Instagram, where she shared
a video, where she emphasised that mornings set
the tone for the rest of the day and that even issues
like stubborn belly fat, skin concerns, or waking up
feeling pufty could be linked to how one begins the
day.

The actress said: “Today let's talk about how
you start your day. I've always believed that if you
get your morning right, it just sets the tone for
everything that follows. I have tried many many
different morning routines and have finally arrived at
a simple formula that works for me and I call this my
power morning.”

“If you've been doing everything right and the
belly fat does not go and the skin is acting up, maybe
you wake up pufly, maybe it's time to look at your
morning routine.”

Highlighting the role of stress, Samantha
explained that cortisol levels are naturally high
upon waking, and immediately reaching for phones,
emails, or news can amplify that stress.

“So when you wake up, your stress hormone is
naturally high, this is normal but what you do next
is really important and you end up reaching for your
phone, news, work, emails, you double that stress.”

-

track, Singapore just felt right,”
said Divine.

He added: “I was there recently
for F1 and that pace stayed with
me, it moves fast but still feels
easy. Saucy is a distinct flavour
of Walking on Water that I think
people needed to witness.”

Riar Saab shared: “Bhai and
I have a natural chemistry when
it comes to making music. Saucy
was one of those tracks where the
energy was right from day one.”

“Singapore was mad, the whole
shoot had a different feel to it. I
just wanted to bring that smooth
Punjabi touch to the track and let
people vibe to it.”

Filmed across Singapore, the
video directed by Ruel Dausan
Varindani unfolds against a sleek,
high-gloss backdrop, with Mouni
leading the visual narrative through
stylized choreography.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu reveals
life-changing morning routine
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