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Opinion

new controversy
in Canada has
reopened an old
and uncomfortable
uestion: when does
activism around identity and
rights cease to be community
advocacy and begin to resemble
ideological capture? In recent
weeks, a public dispute within
sections of the Sikh diaspora
in Ontario has brought
serious allegations into the
open. Open letters and social
media threads have accused
influential community-linked
circles of intimidation, misuse
of religious platforms, pressure
on dissenters, and an effort to
silence scrutiny inside major
gurdwara-centered spaces.
At the same time, prominent
advocacy groups in Canada have
continued to foreground claims
of Indian “interference” and Sikh
“self-determination,” presenting
themselves as defenders of
Sikh rights and freedoms. The
immediate controversy is local.
Its significance is not. It points
to a broader pattern in which
radical Khalistani politics seeks
moral legitimacy through faith
institutions while resisting
accountability within the
community itself.

This distinction matters
because the Khalistan question
is often deliberately blurred.
Criticism of Khalistani
radicalism is routinely portrayed
as criticism of Sikhs. That is
false, and dangerously so. The
overwhelming majority of Sikhs,
in India and abroad, are not

separatists. They are citizens,
professionals, farmers, soldiers,
entrepreneurs, and community
builders with no stake in reviving
a failed and violent political
project. The problem is not Sikh
identity. It is the instrumental use
of Sikh identity by a narrower
ideological ecosystem that
converts grievance into political
capital, faith into organizational
leverage, and religious legitimacy
into cover for factional or
separatist mobilization. What
makes the Canadian controversy
important is precisely that it
appears to show this ecosystem
turning inward: not merely
denouncing India from afar,
but battling for influence inside
institutions meant to serve the
sangat, not political cliques.
India’s concern about this
ecosystem has never been
abstract. Punjab’s history
provides the starkest rebuttal to
romantic accounts of Khalistani
politics. According to the South
Asia Terrorism Portal, Punjab
recorded 21,630 terrorism-
related fatalities between 1981
and 2000. Of these, 11,782 were
civilians and 1,753 were security
personnel. The worst phase came
in the early 1990s, when annual
fatalities crossed 4,000 in 1990,
peaked at 5,265 in 1991, and
remained at 3,883 in 1992. Those
figures represent far more than
the rise and fall of an insurgency.
They mark a period in which
ordinary Punjabis paid the price
for extremist politics through
assassinations, extortion,
bombings, intimidation, and

This distinction matters
because the Khalistan
question is often
deliberately blurred.
Criticism of Khalistani
radicalism is routinely
portrayed as criticism
of Sikhs. That is false,
and dangerously so.
The overwhelming
majority of Sikhs, in
India and abroad, are
not separatists.

the steady destruction of civic
normalcy. Any attempt to
sanitize separatist rhetoric
today must first reckon with the
fact that the largest victims of
Khalistani violence were Punjabis
themselves.

The international record is
just as devastating. Public Safety
Canada continues to describe the
bombing of Air India Flight 182
as the worst terrorist attack in
Canadian history. The attack
killed 329 people, including 280
Canadians, and was planned and
executed from Canadian soil.
That fact should have settled,

long ago, the argument that
Khalistani extremism is merely
symbolic diaspora theatre. It
has produced mass-casualty
terrorism. It has spilled beyond
slogans into catastrophic
violence. Yet over time, parts of
the political and media discourse
in the West have treated the issue
as if it were simply an awkward
diplomatic disagreement
between Ottawa and New Delhi.
It is not. It is also a question of
whether democratic societies are
willing to confront extremism
when it wraps itself in the
language of minority rights and
transnational grievance.

India’s legal response reflects
that assessment. Sikhs for
Justice was declared an unlawful
association under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act, and
that declaration was extended
for another five years from
July 2024; the tribunal order
confirming the extension was
published in January 2025. The
state’s case has been consistent:
the objection is not to religious
advocacy, but to activities
considered prejudicial to India’s
sovereignty, integrity, and
internal security. One may debate
the breadth of legal language in
such matters, but the underlying
point remains important. India
is responding not to harmless
speech in the abstract, but to a
separatist ecosystem it argues
has repeatedly crossed into
subversion, incitement, and
support for violence.

Recent security developments
make it difficult to dismiss
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these concerns as relics of the
1980s and 1990s. In May 2025,
the National Investigation
Agency searched 15 locations
in Punjab linked to the banned
Babbar Khalsa International in
connection with a grenade attack
on a police station in Gurdaspur.
The agency said its operation
targeted nodes linked to foreign-
based operatives. More recently,
Punjab Police said it had busted
an [SI-sponsored terror and arms
smuggling module in Amritsar
Rural, alleging that the network
was using social media to
spread anti-India and anti-police
narratives while moving weapons
sent by foreign handlers through
Pakistan. Separate reporting
has also highlighted a sharp rise
in drone-linked smuggling along
the Punjab border, with 272
drones reportedly recovered in
2025, up from just 3 in 2021. This
is the contemporary architecture
of the threat: propaganda,
foreign handlers, organized
crime, smuggling, and radical
messaging feeding one another
across borders.

That is why the Canadian
controversy deserves attention
beyond its immediate
personalities. If allegations now
emerging from within the diaspora
speak of intimidation, misuse of
institutions, pressure on workers,
and reprisals against dissent,
then the issue is larger than one
dispute or one set of individuals.
It suggests the possibility of
institutional capture. Extremist
politics survives not only by
confronting the state it opposes,

but by colonizing the community
it claims to represent. It converts
accountability into betrayal,
scrutiny into hostility, and
factional control into a substitute
for democratic legitimacy. In
gurdwara-centered community
life, that is especially corrosive,
because religious institutions
carry moral authority that should
never be reduced to the service of
ideological intimidation.

A serious response requires
two equal commitments. The
first is to reject all lazy suspicion
toward Sikhs as a community.
Such suspicion is not only unjust,
it serves extremists by helping
them claim victimhood on behalf
of everyone. The second is to
reject the indulgent fiction that
Khalistani radicalism is too
marginal, too rhetorical, or too
politically sensitive to confront
directly. Punjab’s history, Air India
182, the continuing role of banned
outfits and foreign handlers,
and now the troubling signs of
internal pressure within diaspora
institutions all point in the same
direction.

The real issue is not whether a
fringe can generate noise online.
It is whether democratic societies
will allow a politics with a proven
record of violence to borrow the
prestige of faith and the language
of rights without facing scrutiny.
India’s warning, stripped of
rhetoric, is a simple one: when
separatism acquires moral cover
in religious institutions and
operational support through
transnational networks, silence is
not neutrality. It is permission.

Women in India’s
Digital Agriculture Push

he Union

systemically marginalised

Budget 2026-
27 has placed a
strategic bet on
the agricultural
sector by prioritising agri-
tech — with significant
funds mobilisation towards
Al-driven advisory services,
precision farming systems,
and tech-enabled resource
efficiency. While experts
have welcomed the move as
a step toward technology-led,
outcome-driven agriculture
growth aiming for enhancing
productivity and farm
incomes; yet, a crucial
question remains: what will
be its social implications,
particularly for women
farmers, and where do
they stand in this unfolding
transformation?

In recent years,
digitalisation has moved
to the centre of India’s
agricultural policy
imagination. Initiatives
such as Digital Agricultural
Mission or agri-based tech
firms are being projected as
a panacea to transform the
sector through real-time crop
monitoring, satellite-enabled
weather alerts, targeted pest
and nutrient management, or
data-driven yields analytics.
However, beneath this
“techno-optimist” narrative
lies a side that is often
overlooked or does not attract
adequate attention, creating
a persistent blind spot: the
structural “invisibilisation”
of women farmers, whether
smallholders, landless,
Dalit, Adivasi or any other

agrarian labourers.

Despite constituting the
backbone of India’s agrarian
economy, women remain
structurally marginalised
within it. While nearly 85
per cent of rural women
are engaged in agriculture,
their labour continues
to be undervalued and
poorly recognised in official
accounting systems. This
produces a striking paradox:
high participation but
minimal visibility.

This marginalisation is
rooted in a deeply gendered
and male-centric agrarian
terrain. Barely 13 per cent
women have formal land-
asset ownership, which
directly restricts their
access to institutional credit,
subsidies, crop insurance
and government support
schemes. As a result a
significant proportion of
women remain heavily
concentrated in “unpaid
family labour” — a trend
that has reportedly risen
sharply over the past decade.
This exclusion from asset
ownership and formal farmer
identity thus translates
into limited bargaining
power within households,
weakens the role in decision-
making, restricts their
ability to access markets
independently and their
rightful place in programme
policies which are often
designed around the male
member of a household
as the default beneficiary.
(Courtesy: DTE)

Why Congress Confident of

Question: What is your opinion
on the Kerala elections? Is it a
cakewalk for Congress, or is
the fight tough?

Shashi Tharoor: I would
say that we are looking at
a very clear UDF win when
people vote on April 9 and
when we count the ballots
on May 4. I am expecting a
fairly clear-cut victory for the
UDF. I have travelled across
59 constituencies in 12 out
of the 14 districts. I wish I
could have covered all 14, but
unfortunately, the Election
Commission has not given us
enough time in this limited
campaign period. However,
from what I have seen,
there has been tremendous
enthusiasm and support for
our candidates and a strong,
almost universal desire for
change in the state.

Question: The Prime Minister
is giving a lot of time to Kerala
and addressing multiple rallies.
How do you perceive his mass
appeal?

Shashi Tharoor: I am sorry
for the Prime Minister wasting
his time because people know
he is not going to come here
and be the Chief Minister.
Whatever little gains the BJP
may get in parliamentary
terms are irrelevant when it
comes to deciding who will
govern Kerala. The BJP is
effectively a zero-seat party in
the state. Even if it goes from
zero to one, two, or at most
three seats, it won’t make
a meaningful difference to
governance. My view is that the
anti-incumbency factor is real,
and voters who genuinely want
change should not waste their
votes on the BJP. They should
support the UDF so that we
can form a strong and effective
government with a convincing
majority.

Question: The ruling party
(LDF) is facing several
challenges, including issues
like Wayanad. What is your
response?

Shashi Tharoor: As far as the
Wayanad issue is concerned,
we must remember that

Decisive UDF Vicory in
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Senior Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor
expressed strong
confidence in the United
Democratic Front’s
(UDF) prospects in
the Kerala elections,
projecting a clear
victory for the alliance
while downplaying
BJP’s impact in the
state. Here is the
text of the interview.

when a disaster happens,
responsibility lies with the
ruling government. They have
access to the Chief Minister’s
Distress Relief Fund, national
disaster grants, and also, the
Prime Minister’s relief fund.
Given all these resources, it
is the incumbents who should
be questioned. We should ask:
what have you done, what is
your accountability, and what
have you delivered for the
people? The opposition has
certainly stepped in to help,

vy T]

which is commendable. It is
a form of public service and
charity, but it is not a formal
legal responsibility of the
opposition to rebuild homes
for disaster victims. Still, the
Congress and the Indian Union
Muslim League have done so,
and they deserve appreciation
for that effort.

Question: The Prime Minister
has been advocating ‘One
Nation, One Election’ and the
Uniform Civil Code. What is
your stand?

Shashi Tharoor: ‘One
Nation, One Election’ is a
peculiar proposal by the Prime
Minister. There is nothing
inherently wrong with the
idea — it may even appear
efficient. In fact, India followed
this system between 1952
and 1967. However, it did not
last because of the nature of
our parliamentary system.
Governments here depend
on legislative majorities. If a
government loses its majority
or if a coalition collapses, the
government falls, and elections
must be held within a maximum
of six months. This disrupts
any fixed cycle. From 1967
onwards, different governments
fell at different times, which is
why we now have elections
happening somewhere in the
country almost every year. The
Prime Minister seems to be
approaching this as if India has
a presidential system, where
fixed terms are possible. But
in a parliamentary system, you
cannot have both — you must
choose one or the other.
Question: How do you think

Kerala

India has handled the ongoing
war situation in West Asia?
Has national interest been
prioritised?

Shashi Tharoor: The West
Asia conflict, particularly
involving Iran, is hurting not just
the countries directly involved
but also those far removed
from the conflict. India, for
example, is heavily dependent
on the Strait of Hormuz for oil,
gas, LPG, and other essential
resources. Beyond fuel, there
are critical by-products like
fertilisers, helium, and other
elements that are vital for our
economy. As long as this conflict
continues, the entire world
will feel its impact. Therefore,
India’s position should be firmly
in favour of peace. I have been
advocating that India should
take a stronger stand and act as
a voice for all affected countries
that are suffering due to this
conflict.

Question: The Prime Minister
has reportedly spoken to leaders
in Iran, Israel, and Gulf nations.
How do you assess his approach?
Shashi Tharoor: If the Prime
Minister has indeed reached
out to these leaders, that
is certainly a positive step.
However, engagement should
lead to outcomes. The next
step should be to issue a public
or private appeal — or both —
on behalf of the region and all
affected nations, urging peace
and de-escalation.

Question: If you are offered the
post of Chief Minister of Kerala,
would you consider taking it?
Shashi Tharoor: That is
a completely hypothetical
question. It is not going to
happen. The Congress party has
a well-defined process — after
the election results, the elected
MLASs are consulted, and the
leadership takes a decision. I am
not a candidate for that position,
nor am I expecting anything
of that sort. However, many
senior leaders do reach out to
me for advice and connections,
and I will always be available
to support whoever becomes
Chief Minister if they seek my
assistance.
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Arjun Rampal sends

ctor Arjun
Rampal
compiled
alovely
birthday
wish for his ladylove
Gabriella Demetriades
as she turned a year
older on Wednesday.
The 'Dhurandhar’
actor wished
'beautiful'
Gabriella all the
love and joy on
her special day.
Dropping a
video compilation
of some precious
family moments
of Arjun and
Gabriella with their
two boys - Arik
and Arav Rampal,
he penned on the
photo-sharing app,
"Happy birthday my
beautiful. Love, Joy
and more love (red
heart emoji) this year
and all the rest of the
years are all yours.
Happy birthday @
gabriellademetriades
(sic)". Arjun further
added The Sly &amp;
The Family Stone song
"This Is Love" as the
background score.
Bollywood celebs
such as Bobby Deol
and Malaika Arora also
reacted to the post with
red heart emojis.
Shifting our focus to

heartfelt birthday
wishes to Gabrlella K
Demetriades

—

Arjun's love life, the 'Rock
On!!" actor tied the knot
with model Mehr Jesia

in 1998. The couple has
been blessed with two
daughters - Mahikaa and
Myra. However, after
being married for 2
decades,

be believed, Chakraborty's podcast.
they started Speaking candidly to
dating in Rhea, Gabriella was
2018 and heard saying, "We are
welcomed not married now, but
their first who knows?" To this,
son, Arik, Arjun made a shocking
in 2019. announcement saying,
This was "We are engaged...We
followed by the arrival just broke it on your
these of their second son, Ariv, show," leading to an

two decided to go their
separate ways in 2018.
Some time later, Arjun
introduced his girlfriend
Gabriella. They are now
parents to two sons.

If the reports are to

in 2023.

In December last
year, Arjun confirmed
his engagement to
Gabriella during the
couple's appearance
on actress Rhea

understandably surprised

reaction from Rhea.
Professionally, Arjun

recently garnered a lot of

praise for his portrayal

of Major Igbal in Aditya

Dhar's "Dhurandhar".
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Shraddha Arya gives a glimpse
into her beautiful ‘morning
view’ featuring her llttle twms

elevision star Shraddha Arya

has taken to her social media

account on Wednesday to

share a glimpse of a beautiful
‘morning view’.

The picture shared by Shraddha on
her social media account shows her
little twin babies fast asleep in their
cozy bedroom set-up.

The babies are seen dress in
matching light coloured night wear
outfits.

Shraddha captioned the picture as,

“Morning view,” further adding heart in

eyes, red heart and evil eye emoticons.

Talking about Shraddha Arya's
twins, the babies were born in
November 2024.

Named as Siya and Shaurya, the
babies turned one year old
on November 29,

2015.

It was then
when the protective
mother Shraddha
Arya finally revealed
the faces of a little
munchkins to her
fans on social media.

Posting the
heartwarming photos
on her Instagram,
Shraddha wrote:

"Siya &amp; Shaurya,
Our Tiny Tornadoes
Are Officially ONE!

#MommyDaddyLoveYouSoMuch (sic)".

For one entire year Shraddha and
her husband Rahul had consciously
decided to keep the babies away from
media glare and choose not to upload
any pictures of them on there social
media accounts as well.

Celebrating her twins' 1st birthday,
Shraddha treated the netizens with
some unseen photos from the hospital
following her delivery on social media

Reflecting on her journey as a
mother after welcoming the twins, the

'"Kumkum Bhagya' actress penned an
emotional note.

It read, "A year ago, in a quiet
Hospital room, I Held my whole world
for the first time.. Life changed in an
instant and so did I. Happy one year of
being your mama... Happy Birthday My
forever Miracles (pink and blue heart
emojis) !!! (sic)."

For the uninitiated, Shraddha got
married to the Indian Navy Officer
Rahul Nagal in an intimate ceremony in
New Delhi on November 17, 2021.

Nia Sharma jokes
she is only focused
on outfits and RTGS

opular television

actress Nia Sharma,

who is currently seen

as a mischief maker in
the dating-reality show “MTV
Splitsvilla”, has hilariously
shared that she “lowkey” only
cares strongly about nice
outfits and her Real-Time
Gross Settlement (RTGS).Nia
took to Instagram, where she
wrote about her candid and
unapologetic take on priorities.
She also shared a string of
images of herself from the
shoot of the dating-reality show
“MTV Splitsvilla.”

“Lowkey I only care about
my Outfits and my RTGS.Can’t
register anything beyond that.
@mtvsplitsvilla,” Nia wrote as
the caption.

Talking about the show,
the sixteenth season has been
hosted by Sunny Leone and
Karan Kundrra.

It follows young men
and women as they
compete to secure a
place in Splitsvilla, a
villa where they are
cut off from the real
world. Participants
compete in tasks
to remain in the
competition

and mingle with their fellow
contestants to find love. In
the end, a pair is crowned the
winners of Splitsvilla.

Talking about Nia, she is
also known for her roles in
‘Behenein’, 'Ek Hazaaron Mein
Meri Behna Hai’.‘Meri Durga’,
‘Kaali - Ek Agnipariksha’.

In 2020, she participated in
‘Khatron Ke Khiladi: Made

in India’ and emerged as the
winner. Nia has also worked in
web series like ‘Twisted’, and
‘Jamai 2.0’.

The actress is also back
on the sets of the new edition
of “Laughter Chefs Fun
Unlimited.”

In other news, on April 8,
Nia was seen with her best
friend Krystle D’Souza driving
around Mumbai. Taking to her
social media account, Krystle
shared a fun video of the two

having a blast in the car.

She captioned it

as, “High on coffee
and some careless
whispers.”

The actresses
were seen singing
& out a popular
E English song

s

- I
kissingjiVialtilMarie
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merican pop-
singer Nick
Jonas has taken
to his social
media account to share an
adorable picture of him
kissing his little baby girl
Malti Marie Chopra Jonas.

In the picture, Nick
is seen lying besides his
daughter, and gently kissing
Malti on her forehead.

The little girl is seen
resting on the bed in cute
nightwear, all set to sleep,
with her face is partially
covered with a heart emoji.

In one of the other
pictures shared by Nick, the
singer is seen sitting at a
cafe in Vancouver, enjoying
a drink. He captioned
the post as, “Week 1in
Vancouver.” Nick has always
spoken about how close he
is to his daughter and his
obsession for his little girl.

The singer, earlier had
opened up about Malti, who
needed to be resuscitated
shortly after she was born.

On his appearance on

~
the On Purpose podcast, he

had said, "She came to the
world under; sort of, very
intense circumstances. We
were expecting her to arrive

in April of the year she was
born, and we get a call that

it’s going to be sooner."

He added, "We basically,
you know, went into action
and she was born via
surrogate. We got to the
hospital, and she came out.
She was 1 pound, 11 ounces
and purple basically."

Reportedly, little Malti
ultimately spent nearly 100
days in a neonatal intensive
care unit, and Nick said that
the situation felt perilous
at one point in timeTalking
about it, he shared, "These
angels at the NICU, kind
of, resuscitated her in
that moment and got her
taken care of really quickly
and intubated (her) and
everything else. Because it
was COVID times, my wife
and I would basically do
12-hour shifts at the hospital
for three and a half months.

Deepika Padukone on watching Ranveer Singh's
'‘Dhurandhar 2: The Revenge' before others

and jamming
to it.

ollywood superstar Deepika
Padukone has finally reacted
to the severe backlash she
has been facing for not
promoting her husband, Ranveer
Singh's, blockbuster movie,
Dhurandhar 2: The Revenge.

Deepika revealed that she had
seen Dhurandhar 2: The Revenge
way before anyone else did, further
backfiring at the social media post
who questioned her intentions.

The post, on which Deepika
commented, was seen running a poll
asking netizens whether her silence
throughout the movie campaign was
“over analysing” or a “calculated
snub.”

Deepika replied, “The latter my
friend... P.S. I watched it way before
any of you did

Now who is the joke on?”

The superstar had earlier
remained silent throughout the
trolling around her approach towards
the movie's blockbuster success,
and finally has responded to the post
on Instagram that questioned her
absence.

For the uninitiated, Deepika
had also sparked a massive social
media debate after she was seen

absent from the special screening of
Dhurandhar 2: The Revenge.

The actress, however, was spotted
attending a concert in Mumbai with
her husband, which further raised
many eyebrows. Several users on
social media went on to question her
absence from the film’s screening,
with them criticising the actress and
drawing comparisons with her other
public outing.

One user wrote, “Deepika
Padukone with her in-laws today
at a private event in Mumbai. But
did you guys see Deepika watching
Dhurandhar: The Revenge? NO!!
Why can't she support her husband's
film? I'm not against Deepika, but
something is very fishy.”

Deepika Padukone had also been
facing online backlash for not sharing
any social media post in support
of Ranveer Singh or his movie
'Dhurandhar-2- The Revenge'.

Pointing this out, one of the
social media users wrote, “Deepika
Padukone wrote long paragraphs
on Instagram about Gaza and JNU,
but didn't post even a single story to
congratulate her husband Ranveer
Singh and the Dhurandhar 2 cast on
their success. Speaks volumes!!”
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