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Opinion

ordan's Ambassador
to India, Yousef
Abdelghani welcomed
the ceasefire
agreement reached
between the United States
and Iran, noting that Jordan,
from the very beginning, has
been calling for a peaceful
resolution of the conflict.
In an interview, Abdelghani
condemned Iran's targetting of
Gulf countries, infrastructure,
oil structure, oil fields and
closing the Strait of Hormuz.
He also mentioned about India-
Iran ties, describing them as
"solid, strong" and based on
mutual interests and shared
values. Here is the full text of
the interview.
Q: How do you view
the current diplomatic
relationship between Jordan
and India?
Yousef Abdelghani: Our
relations are very strong,
solid, based on mutual interest
and shared values. Last
year, we celebrated the 75th
anniversary of establishing
diplomatic ties between Jordan
and India.
Q: What new initiatives are
being planned to strengthen
trade ties between India and
Jordan?
Yousef Abdelghani: During
Prime Minister Modi's last
visit to Jordan, we agreed to
strengthen bilateral trade
between the two countries
from the current level, around

Q: Are Jordan's senior leaders planning to visit India in the near future?

20,000 Indians live, we are taking good care of
them in Jordan. Jordan is very important to India
because we help support food security with
fertilizers, with phosphoric acid, with phosphate,

raw phosphate and raw potash. This also

supports food security and industrial food industry

here in India. So, we are keen to have W 2
strong, solid relations. We are :
keen to exchange regular

visits. We are keen to have

more development in our

relations in the future.

Yousef Abdelghani: Of course! Last February,
Her Majesty Queen Rania visited India. It was a
high-level visit. | think that exchange visit is one
of the things that has been agreed upon during
the visit of Prime Minister Modi to Jordan and the
relations between his majesty and Prime Minister
Modi are very strong and solid. They do exchange
regular phone calls and interactions and the last
two phone calls were made by Prime Minister
Modi to show solidarity with Jordan during the
incidents of targetting of our infrastructure. We
also have an Indian diaspora in Jordan, more than

three billion US dollars, to
almost five billion US dollars.
We also agreed to look for
new avenues of cooperation in
different fields between Jordan
and India.

Q: How significant is the
cooperation between India
and Jordan amid current
geopolitical situation in the
Middle East?

Yousef Abdelghani: It is very
important, given the fact that
Jordan is part of the IMEC
trade route between India and
Europe.

Q: How do you see the ongoing
tension involving US and
Iran, including temporary
ceasefire and upcoming peace
talks?

Yousef Abdelghani: Jordan
has been from the beginning
promoting peace and calling
for peaceful resolution of
conflicts. We are not part of
these hostilities and we call for

peace in the region.

Q: How has the disruption of
Strait of Hormuz impacted
global stability and trade?
Yousef Abdelghani: It is
impacting. We witnessed that
before in Bab al-Mandeb and
Red Sea...I think all countries
in the region and the whole
world should support that
these straits are open for trade
and any obstacles put to this
will affect not just the country
of the region but the whole
world as we've seen. Every
country has been hit because
of the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

Q: Do you think the conflict
in West Asia is primarily
about oil and gas or about
geopolitical influence and
demonstrating power at
global stage?

Yousef Abdelghani: We have
been hearing lots of things
about the tensions in the

&d
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region. But, Jordan has called
for peace to prevail. One of
the main pillars of our foreign
policy, as His Majesty the King
stated, is to promote peace
in the region and beyond.
History proved that we were
right because what happened
after destruction of Iraq and
dissolving the Iraqi army was
that the country went into
chaos.

Q: How do you see the current
situation in West Asia and its
long-term implications?
Yousef Abdelghani: First of
all, we condemn what Iran
has been doing. Iran has
been targetting the Gulf
countries, the infrastructure,
oil structure, oil fields and
closing the Strait of Hormuz...
This we condemn and also Iran
targetting our infrastructure
in Jordan. During the Syrian
civil war and during the
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Why Jordan Unhappy with Iran's Attacks on Gulf Countries?

emergence of ISIS, we were
at the forefront of fighting
terrorism on behalf of the
whole world. So, conflicts have
been surrounding us, but we've
been peaceful all the time. But,
the consequences of these
conflicts affected us because
we observed refugees from
everywhere. From Palestine,
we received in 1948, 1967, from
the Iraqi civil war we received
refugees more than a million.
Q: Do you believe in Iran's
statement that it is not
having a nuclear bomb?
Yousef Abdelghani: We in the
Middle East and I think Iran
is part of non-proliferation
treaty and our policy is that we
are against obtaining nuclear
weapons in the region... We
want the Middle East to be
clear of nuclear weapons and
this should be applied to all
countries, including Israel.

Q: Do you think peace is
possible between Iran, US
and Israel or will this conflict
continue?

Yousef Abdelghani: No, we
believe wisdom should prevail
and war brings more wars...
Because we are in the region,
we witnessed that... What
happened in one country will
affect the other countries.
Look what has happened...
The answer is peace and
negotiations and war brings
about agony, suffering to all
people in the region. This
conflict is the main conflict in

our region. If this conflict is not
resolved, if the international
community will not help us
to resolve this conflict, the
cycle of violence will continue.
Many factions or organisations
will use Palestinian issue as
an excuse to have violence or
provoke violence in our region.
Q: How does Jordan view
Iran's targetting of gulf
countries because apparently
they allowed the US to use
their bases?

Yousef Abdelghani: They
denied that. They said we
don't allow United States
to use our military bases to
target Iran. But, still Iran will
target them and it is not okay.
They are not only targetting
military bases but also civilian
infrastructure like oil fields.
So, this has to be condemned.
This is not acceptable. We are
keen to have a very strong and
solid relations with Iranians.
The Iranians are our brothers,
and we are in the region for
centuries.

We have been living in peace
and harmony. So, this is not
acceptable... for them to
target us because we have no
bad intentions towards Iran
or we want regime change
or ask for regime change or
ask for anything. We don't
support that, but we expect
the Iranians to support our
sovereignty and territorial
integrity and not to target our
infrastructure.

Fear of Dengue Outbreak

engue, a mosquito-borne

disease, affects millions of
people every year across Asia,
Africa and Latin America. And
it’s expanding geographically
as warmer temperatures and urban growth
allow mosquito populations to thrive in
new regions.
At first glance, dengue seems like an
obvious candidate for vaccination. It is
caused by a virus. Infection triggers an
immune response. Vaccines against similar
viruses already exist.
But dengue is complicated. It is not caused
by just one virus, but by four closely related
ones known as serotypes. When someone
is infected with one, the immune system
usually protects them against that specific
type — but not against the other three.
In some cases, a previous infection can
actually make a new infection happen more
easily.
Little wonder that dengue is one of the
most common mosquito-borne viral
diseases in the world. Scientists estimate
that around 390 million infections occur
every year, and it’s an important public
health concern in Africa.
Currently, one dengue vaccine is
established in global clinical use. Dengvaxia
is only for use if a person has been infected
before. A newer vaccine — TAK-003 — has
been recommended by the World Health
Organization for use in children aged
6-16 years in settings with high dengue
transmission, regardless of prior infection
status. It is administered in two doses.

Additionally, next-generation vaccines are
being developed, including one in Brazil.
Overall, vaccine performance still varies
depending on factors such as prior
infection, age and transmission intensity;,
meaning that vaccination strategies must
be carefully tailored to each population.
Dengue outbreaks and evidence of
transmission have been documented in
Kenya, Tanzania, Sudan, Senegal and Ivory
Coast. It may be even more widespread on
the continent than previously recognised,
partly because testing and surveillance
systems are still developing in many
regions.

The disease spreads through the bite of
infected Aedes mosquitoes, particularly
Aedes aegypti. These mosquitoes breed in
standing water, which is often near where
people live. Dengue symptoms include
high fever, headache, pain behind the eyes,
muscle and joint pain, nausea and rash.
Most people recover within about a week,
but in some cases the infection can become
severe and lead to bleeding, organ damage
or shock. Transmission tends to increase
during rainy seasons, when mosquito
populations expand.

Stroke Risk in

new population-
based study
from Sweden
has found that
individuals born
with low birthweight face a
significantly higher risk of
stroke in young adulthood,
regardless of their body mass
index (BMI) or gestational
age at birth.
The findings were presented
at the European Congress
on Obesity (EC02026)
in Istanbul, Turkey,
highlighting the importance
of early-life factors in adult
cardiovascular health.
Researchers, including Dr
Lina Lilja and Dr Maria
Bygdell of the University
of Gothenburg, analysed
data from nearly 800,000
Swedish men and women
born between 1973 and 1982.
The study linked information
from the Medical Birth
Register, the National
Conscription Register, the
National Patient Register,
and the Cause of Death
Register to track stroke
incidence until December
31, 2022.
The study recorded
2,252 first stroke events
among participants, with
1,624 ischaemic strokes

and 588 intracerebral
haemorrhages. Individuals
with birthweights below the
median of 3.5 kg showed
a 21 per cent higher risk of
stroke overall, with similar
increased risks observed
for both ischaemic stroke
and haemorrhagic stroke.
Women with low birthweight
had an 18 per cent increased
risk, while men faced a 23
per cent increase.
Importantly, these
associations were
independent of gestational
age and BMI in young
adulthood, which were
not themselves significant
predictors of stroke.

Young
B |

Adults

While overall stroke rates
have declined in high-
income countries over recent
decades, the decrease has
been less marked among
young and middle-aged
adults.

In some regions, including
parts of Southeast Asia,
Oceania, and high-income
countries like Sweden,
the United States, and the
United Kingdom, stroke
incidence is even rising
among younger adults.

The researchers note that
understanding risk factors
such as low birthweight could
inform preventive strategies
for future generations.

Where Juveniles Drawn into Spy Network ?

Vicky Nanjappa

n recent months,
multiple arrests have
been made in connection
with an alleged
Pakistan Inter-Service
Intelligence-backed espionage
racket operating in India.
Investigators say a wide
network of operatives had
been assembled to gather
information on public spaces
and defence establishments.
Officials note that while
Pakistan’s intelligence agency
has long attempted to recruit
assets in India, its methods
are evolving. A striking
feature of the latest network
is the significant number of
juveniles involved.
A juvenile is defined as a
person below 18 years of
age and is governed by the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
or JJ Act. Such individuals
cannot be lodged in regular
jails or police lock-ups, and
their identity is protected.
While the 2015 amendment

permits those aged 16 to 18
accused of heinous offences
to be tried as adults after an
assessment of their mental
and physical capacity, they
cannot be awarded life

By taking advantage of
laws governing juveniles,
ISI-backed handlers
found it easier to recruit
and control them.
Investigators observed
a pattern in which many
were lured with small
amounts of money.

imprisonment or the death
penalty.

The ISI appears to be
exploiting provisions of the JJ
Act while recruiting juveniles
for espionage. These networks
also include adult operatives
who guide and supervise
the juveniles in carrying out
assigned tasks. Further details

on the use of juveniles emerged
during the investigation into
a module allegedly set up
by Meerut-based operative
Suhel Malik. He is said to
have built a network of 21
individuals, including nine
juveniles. They were tasked

with installing closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras at
railway stations and security
force installations in Sonipat,
Delhi, and other locations. The
objective, investigators said,
was to relay live feeds to ISI-
backed handlers in Pakistan.
By taking advantage of laws
governing juveniles, ISI-
backed handlers found it
easier to recruit and control
them. Investigators observed
a pattern in which many were
lured with small amounts of
money. Some recruits, aged 16
to 17, were already struggling
with substance use, and the
payments were sufficient to
meet their needs.

An official said juveniles are
often drawn to the idea of
power and belonging to a gang.
Malik allegedly convinced
them that they were working
for a powerful group and that
such tasks would enhance
their status. They were told
that installing CCTV cameras
at sensitive locations was
part of a major heist, which
impressed them and made

them willing to carry out the
assignments.

Another official said some of
the juveniles were later told
that they were working for the
IST and not a criminal gang.
This made little difference
to them, as they were drawn
by the money that they were
earning, much of which was
spent on drugs.

Investigators also noted that
heavy use of mobile phones
and the internet made
communication easier. The
recruits were added to online
groups such as “Lawrence
BishnoiO07”, which gave
them a sense of identity and
influence. Being part of such
groups reinforced their belief
that they were involved in
something significant.

An Intelligence Bureau official
said that the ISI is expected
to continue this recruitment
pattern. The use of juveniles
may not remain limited to
espionage, as they could also
be drawn into terror groups
and tasked with carrying out
attacks.
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S veteran
actress Jaya
Bachchan
turned a
year older
on Thursday, Kajol used
social media to wish the
actor and politician on her
special day.
A Kajol took to the Stories
N - ¢ section of her official
Instagram handle and
1 uploaded a rare photo of
. the two ladies.

Wishing Jaya
Bachchan with a lot of
hugs and kisses, the
'Maa' actress penned on
the photo-sharing app,
"Happy birthday to this
classy gal! Hugs and
kisses,(red heart emoji)
#JayaBachchan(sic)”.

The candid still posted
by Kajol is most likely from
last year’s Durga Puja
celebrations hosted by
the 'Kuch Kuch Hota Hai'
actress and her family.

The photograph showed
both Jaya Bachchan and
Kajol dressed in stunning
sarees. They were seen
smiling in a candid still in
which Kajol lovingly held
the veteran actress's hand.
The bond between the two
actresses is highly palpable
in the photo.

It must be noted that
Kajol and Jaya Bachchan
share a great rapport and
are often seen greeting
one another with utmost
warmth whenever they

Nia Sharma says. not everyone
understands her experlments f
reveals her biggest tas | ?.”‘

opular television actress
Nia Sharma shared that not
everyone “understands” her
experiments, when it comes

to her looks and also added that

her biggest task is to wash her hair,

which is full of products.

Nia posted a video of herself from
backstage at the culinary comedy
show titled “Laughter Chef Fun
Unlimited”, where she is seen talking
about sporting the “Jennifer Lopez
look”.

In the clip, she is heard saying:
“This is my JLo look and the only
person who commented today is
Bharti (Singh). Bharti, you like my
look, right?”

The show’s host Bharti Singh
replied with “hot” for Nia’s look.

To which, Nia said: “My makeup
is different. This is my JLo look.”

Bharti added: “Maine, sabse pehle
maine bola ke makeup. Bohot acha
hai. Toh isne kuch English mein bola
ke makeup ka naam woh hai.”

Nia then goes up to chef Harpal
Singh Sokhi and asks him if he has

L%

any idea about makeup. She also
speaks about her “JLO look” and
Grammy-winner Jennifer Lopez.

To which, Harpal plays an Uno
reverse card and says he knows who
Lopez and Zendaya are.

For the caption, Nia wrote:

“Not everyone understands my
experiments! My JLO look.”

She then shared a video of herself
after she woke up and revealed that
her biggest task is to wash her hair.

“The biggest task that I have
today is washing my hair. Itna
product hai, itna product hai.... What
styling. You can even run your own
fingers through your hair man.”

For the caption: “After flaunting
your hairstyle for 16 hours straight.”

Talking about Nia, she is also
known for her roles in ‘Behenein’,
'Ek Hazaaron Mein Meri Behna
Hai’.‘Meri Durga’, ‘Kaali - Ek
Agnipariksha’. In 2020, she
participated in ‘Khatron Ke Khiladi:
Made in India’ and emerged as the
winner. Nia has also worked in web
series like ‘Twisted’, and ‘Jamai 2.0’.

appear in public together.

They are frequently
seen together during
Durga Puja festivities in
Mumbai.

For those who do not
know, Kajol and Jaya
Bachchan shared the
screen space in Karan

Johar's blockbuster "Kabhi

Khushi Kabhie Gham".

Backed by Yash
Johar, the drama enjoys
an ensemble cast with
Amitabh Bachchan,

Shah Rukh Khan, Hrithik
Roshan, and Kareena
Kapoor in significant
roles, along with Rani
Mukerji making a guest
appearance.

One of the most
celebrated actresses of
her time, Jaya Bachchan
gained recognition
with "Guddi" and went
on to deliver some
memorable roles in movies
"Abhimaan", "Mili", and
"Sholay", to name just
a few. She took a break
from acting after tying
the knot with Bollywood
legend Amitabh Bachchan.
However, she made a
comeback with some more
powerful performances in
"Fiza" and "Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham".

Jaya Bachchan last
graced the screen with
Karan Johar's "Rocky Aur
Rani Kii Prem Kahaani,"
co-starring Ranveer Singh
and Alia Bhatt.

Raghav Chadha

meets Sanjay
Dutt, says ‘A ways
rootmg for you’

aghav Chadha
hosted Sabhay
Dutt at his
home. The
Aam Aadmi Party Rajya
Sabha member heaped
praise on the Bollywood
star’s latest performance
in the blockbuster
duology “Dhurandhar”
and said that he is always
rooting for him.

[ ! Raghav took to

Instagram, where

he shared a string of
pictures from Sanjay’s
visit to his abode. The
politician shared that
Sanjay’s the “warmest”
person he knows.

“Had the pleasure
of hosting at my place,
some time ago, one of the
warmest people I know,
Sanjay Dutt,” wrote
Raghav, who is married
to Bollywood actress
Parineeti Chopra, in the
caption section.

Heaping praise on
his performance as SP
Aslam in the Aditya
Dhar’s directorial, which
also stars Ranveer
Singh, Akshaye Khanna,
R. Madhavan, Danish
Pandor, Gaurav Gera and
Sara Arjun.

“So good to see all
the love coming your
way for ‘Dhurandhar’.
The aura remains the
same, and so does the
admiration people have
for you through every
era. Couldn’t be more

deserved. Always rooting
for you!”

The duology’s first
part released in 2025.
Titled “Dhurandhar”, the
film’s plot focused on a
covert counter-terrorism
operation. It traces the
story of an undercover
Indian intelligence agent
who infiltrates Karachi's
criminal syndicates
and political power
structures in Pakistan in
an effort to dismantle a
terror network targeting
India.

The second part,
christened Dhurandhar:
The Revenge released
in March and It follows
an undercover Indian
intelligence agent who
continues to infiltrate
Karachi's criminal
syndicates and Pakistani
politics while avenging
the 26/11 attacks and
confronting bigger
threats.

The film's storyline
loosely draws inspiration
from multiple real-life
geopolitical events and
conflicts in South Asia,
such as Operation Lyari,
2014 Indian general
election, 2016 Indian
banknote demonetisation
and various other events.

Meanwhile, Raghav
got married to Parineeti
in 2023 in Rajasthan.
They welcomed their
firstborn, a son named
Neer in October 2025.

R

Neeru Bajwa says ‘talent sab
toh zyada’in fun BTS wlth kids

unjabi star Neeru Bajwa has shared . .
a glimpse into the making of a song ' j
for the upcoming film “Jawaak” and
heaped praise on her little co-stars,
whom she said are immensely talented. Neeru
took to Instagram, where she shared BTS video
montage of her dancing with kids for a song
titled “Bachke Bachke” from the upcoming film
“Jawaak”, meaning “little ones”, which has been

Surbhi Jyoti presents a
‘photo buffet’ flaunting
her baby bump

elevision actress Surbhi Jyoti, on
Wednesday evening, treated her fans
to a “photo buffet” as she shared a
series of adorable pictures where she
was seen proudly flaunting her baby bump.
The actress who
is all set to welcome
her first baby, in

February this year locked for a May 8 release.

had announced her 3 She wrote: “#bts bachke
pregnancy and had bachke... chote Chote bache
taken to her social te talent sab tho zyada
media for sharing the ... Waheguru hamesha
good news with her thohanu chardi kala’ch

fans. In the latest set of
pictures, the mommy-
to-be is seen in different
attires where she was {
seen flaunting her baby

bump.

rakhey. Jawaak in theatres
May 8, 2026. (#BTS
Bachke Bachke...
these little kids
have talent
beyond

The result is moulded by results to loyalty

In one close-up selfie, mea-
she is seen making aplayful pout. In sure... pressure and consequence, as per the synopsis.
another picture, the actress is seen in a pink May Talking about Neeru, she will next be seen in
printed co-ord set, posing calmly near plants Wahe- the Punjabi film “Thaapi” with Bollywood actor
and a pool. In another picture, Surbhi looks guru always Sunny Singh, who is making his Punjabi film
radiant in the same pink outfit, smiling and keep you in debut.
highlighting her pregnancy glow. high spirits Neeru on April 2 took to Instagram and

In another picture, Surbhi was seen placing Jawaak in shared the announcement, which read: “Some
her hands delicately on her baby bump as if theatres on journeys are truly special—ones that always
striking a conversation with her baby in the May 8, 2026). remain close to your heart. After bringing many

T h e filmisset

in a community backdrop,
and events unfold around

personal conflict and shifting
relationships. As tensions
rise, individuals are forced
to confront difficult choices.

womb. Her latest caption read, “Photo buffet,”
further adding a pink flower.

Earlier, while announcing her pregnancy,
Surbhi had shared an emotional post that
read, “Om Our greatest adventure begins.
Little Love arriving this June.”

films together, our storyteller is now stepping
into the role of a director.”

“Jagdeep, thank you for always making me
a part of your beautiful, meaningful stories. I
am confident that, as always, you will create a
heartfelt and wonderful film—one that will raise
the standard of Punjabi cinema even higher.”
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