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Opinion

Suman Saini
Vice Chairperson, Haryana State Council
for Child Welfare

he role of women
in India has been
significant for
centuries; however,
continuous efforts
have been undertaken to secure
for them a position of equality
across social, economic, and
political spheres. In this very
direction, the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam (Women's
Power Salutation Act) has
emerged as a historic and
visionary initiative. This
Act not only grants women
political representation but
also provides them with the
opportunity to participate
actively in the decision-making
process.
Under the able leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Central Government
has prioritized women's
empowerment, implementing
numerous schemes and policies
aimed at making women self-
reliant and empowered. The
primary objective of the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam is to
ensure greater participation of

women in pohtlcs Under this
Act, a provision has been made
for a 33 percent reservation
for women in the Lok Sabha
and the State Legislative
Assemblies.

This Act renders India's
democratic framework even
more inclusive, ensuring
that women's voices are
accorded equal importance.
It will provide women with
the opportunity to participate
in policy formulation and
administrative decision-making.
The Act does not merely grant
women representation; rather,
it inspires them to assume
leadership roles.

Prime Minister Modi has
articulated on various
platforms that "Nari Shakti"
(Women's Power) constitutes
the bedrock of India's
progress. He firmly believes
that the nation will achieve
rapid development only when
its women are empowered.
Under his leadership, the
government has worked
towards transforming women
from mere "beneficiaries" into
"creators.”" In other words,
women are no longer merely
recipients of benefits from
government schemes; they are
now becoming active partners
in the nation's development.
Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the Central Government
has prioritized women's
empowerment, implementing

numerous schemes and policies
aimed at making women self-
reliant and empowered.

The objective of the 'Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao' (Save
the Daughter, Educate the
Daughter) scheme is to improve
the girl child birth ratio and to
promote girls' education. This
initiative has fostered a positive
societal mindset towards
daughters. Under the 'Har
Ghar-Har Grihini' (Every Home,
Every Homemaker) scheme,
free gas connections were
provided to underprivileged
women, thereby liberating
them from the hazards of
indoor smoke and leading to an
improvement in their health.
Through the Jan Dhan Yojana,
bank accounts were opened for
women, thereby empowering
them economically and
fostering financial inclusion.
Under the Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana,
pregnant women have been
provided with financial

assistance to ensure their
health and nutritional well-
being. The Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana was launched to secure
the future of girl children,
facilitating savings for their
education and marriage.
Under the Swachh Bharat
Mission, the Modi government's
initiative to construct toilets
has significantly enhanced the
dignity and safety of women. By
promoting women's Self-Help
Groups, opportunities for self-
employment have been extended
to them. Through the Digital
India campaign, women were
connected to digital platforms,
enabling them to access and
benefit from online services.
Regarding women's increasing
participation in politics, the
enactment of the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam is poised to
bring about a transformative
shift in women's political
engagement. The number of
women in Parliament and State
Legislative Assemblies will rise,
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and female leaders will gain
access to new opportunities.
Women's perspectives will
be integrated into the policy-
making process. This initiative
by the Modi government will
further strengthen Indian
democracy.

This Act is not merely a
political reform; it also serves
as a catalyst for social change. It
will transform societal attitudes
toward women and inspire girls
to aspire to greater heights. It
represents a pivotal initiative
aimed at ensuring equal rights
and opportunities for women.
The most significant benefit of
implementing this Act will be
a profound shift in governance
priorities. When women's
participation in decision-making
processes increases, issues such
as education, health, nutrition,
safety, water, and sanitation
naturally assume greater
priority. The experience of
reserving seats for women in
local self-government bodies
has already demonstrated that
female representation leads to
the formulation of policies that
are more people-centric and
effective. This same impact
will now be witnessed at the
parliamentary and legislative
assembly levels, thereby
steering the trajectory of
development toward a more
balanced and inclusive path.
The groundwork for this
transformation has been laid
over the past decade. Under

the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
women's empowerment has
been approached through a
comprehensive, life-cycle-
based perspective. The 'Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao' (Save
the Daughter, Educate the
Daughter) campaign has
brought about a positive shift
in societal mindset, resulting
in the secondary-level school
enrollment rate for girls
reaching 80.2 percent. Under
the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana,
over 46 million accounts
have been opened, providing
financial security for the future
of daughters. The continuous
rise in women's participation in
higher education and technical
fields presents a clear picture of
this transformation.

The measures undertaken
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his government for
the empowerment of women
are playing a pivotal role in the
nation's development. Today's
woman is no longer confined
solely to the domestic sphere;
rather, she is carving out her
own identity in every field. The
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
will further accelerate this
transformation and play a
crucial role in shaping India into
an empowered, inclusive, and
progressive nation.

“Only when women are
empowered will the nation be
empowered”—this is the core
message of this Act.

Andhra Pradesh: Impending Maoist Collapse

Deepak Kumar Nayak
Research Associate, Institute for Conflict
Management

n March 30, 2026, Andhra

Pradesh Director General

of Police (DGP) Harish

Kumar Gupta declared

that the state was free of
the Communist Party of India-Maoist
(CPI-Maoist), a day before the
Centre's deadline, March 31, 2026.
Addressing reporters at the
Vijayawada Police Command and
Control Centre, the DGP observed:
Over the past 18 months, a total of 18
Maoists were killed in exchange-of-
fire incidents across Andhra Pradesh.
These include Central Committee
members Madvi Hidma, Gajarla Ravi
(alias Uday) and Metturi Jogarao
(alias Tech Shankar') as well as AOB
Special Zonal Committee members
Venkata Ravi Chaitanya (alias
'Aruna'), Kakuri Pandanna (alias
'Jagan') and Madakam Raje. We have
also arrested 81 others, while another
106 individuals have surrendered. We
have recovered a total of 120
weapons, and are continuing our
efforts to locate additional weapon
dumps. The SIB [Special Intelligence
Branch], Greyhounds, Intelligence
Department and district police
personnel have performed
commendably in efforts to eradicate
Left-Wing Extremism. Cash rewards
will be provided to surrendered
Maoists as per established norms.
We will also ensure that they benefit
from various government welfare
schemes. According to partial data
collated by the South Asia Terrorism
Portal (SATP), 2025 recorded a total
of 18 Left Wing Extremism (LWE)-
linked incidents, as against 12 in 2024.
Such incidents had been on a
declining trend since 2018, falling
from 37 in that year to 30 in 2019, 19
in 2020, 15 in 2021, 14 in 2022, and 12
each in 2023 and 2024. The increase
in 2025 was linked to intensified
Security Force (SF) operations in the
run-up to the March 31, 2026,
deadline for the eradication of
Maoism in the state and across the
country. Similarly, incidents of killing
have also been falling since 2020.
There were seven incidents of killing
in 2019, down to four in 2020, two in
2021 and one each in 2022, 2023 and
2024. Marking an increase in 2025,
four incidents of Kkilling have been
recorded in the State. Overall
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fatalities have also been dechnlng
since 2020, with an exception in 2021.

There were 14 fatalities in 2019, which
dropped to five in 2020, increased to
seven in 2021, and again down to one
each in 2022, 2023 and 2024. 18
fatalities were recorded in 2025. A
maximum of 204 incidents of killing
and 317 fatalities were recorded in
2005. Moreover, civilian fatalities
dropped from five in 2019 to four in
2020 and have since remained at one
each in the subsequent four years
(2021-2024). No civilian fatality was
recorded in 2025. The last Security
Force (SF) fatality in the state was
reported on May 5, 2017, when a
Home Guard, Sheikh Valli, was killed
in a landmine blast triggered by CPI-
Maoist cadres on the Lothugedda
Junction-Balapam Stretch, while
returning from the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) outpost at
Rallagedda in Visakhapatnam
District. By contrast, Maoist fatalities
rose to 18 in 2025. One of the last
major incidents (involving three or
more fatalities) involving Maoist
casualties occurred on June 16, 2016,
when six Maoists were killed in an
exchange of fire with Greyhounds of
the Andhra Pradesh Police in the
Theegalametta Forest area of
Koyyuru Mandal administrative sub-
division), under Mampa Police
Station limits in Visakhapatnam
District. Meanwhile, at least 58
Maoists (LWE cadres) were arrested
in 2025, as against none in 2024, while
five arrests each were recorded in
2022 and 2021. Under mounting SF
pressure, at least 38 Maoists
surrendered in 2025, in addition to 45
such surrenders in 2024. At least 17
Maoists have already surrendered in
the current year (data till April 12,
2026), according to the SATP
database. Other indicators of violence
also suggest a near-complete halt in
Maoist activity in the state. The
Maoists have not carried out any
major attacks against civilians or SFs
in recent years. The last major
incident in the civilian category was
recorded on February 19, 2023, when
three tribals were killed by CPI-
Maoist cadres in the Lakkavaram
Forest area of G.K. Veedhi Mandal in
Visakhapatnam District. In the SF
category, the last such major incident
dates back to December 25, 2005,
when four Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel escorting a cash box
on a Raigarh (Odisha)-bound
passenger train were killed and five
were injured in a Maoist attack at the
Koneru Railway Station in
Vizianagaram District. The State has
not recorded any incident of
explosion since 2021. The last incident
of explosion was recorded on August
3, 2020, in which two civilians were

killed. The Maoists have not issued
any bandh (shut down strike) call
since 2022; there was one such call in
2021. On April 26, 2021, the Maoists
had given a call for Bharat Bandh in
protest against alleged harassment
and torture of innocent people,
especially tribals, social activists and
civil rights activists, by SFs. Since the
beginning of 2026, Andhra Pradesh
has not recorded any fatalities across
any category, as of April 12, 2026.
Maoists have not carried out any
incidents of explosion or arson in the
State. No exchange of fire between
SEs and Maoists has been reported,
nor have Maoists have not issued any
bandh (shutdown strike) call in the
State. No arrests of Maoists have
been recorded. However, at least 17
Maoists have surrendered before the
Police (data till April 12, 2026). It is
useful to note that, since March 6,
2000, when SAT began compiling
data on LWE, a high of 507 LWE-
linked incidents was recorded in
Andhra Pradesh in 2005, the year in
which the highest civilian fatalities, at
132, were also reported. The highest
number of SF fatalities was recorded
in 2001, at 41, while Naxalite fatalities
peaked in 2003, at 165. An analysis of
overground and underground Maoist
activities in Andhra Pradesh
confirms their declining impact in the
state. According to the SATP
database, Maoist activity was
reported from only one district in
2025 (out of a total of 26 districts in
the state), with Alluri Sitarama Raju
District in the 'moderately affected’
category. In 2024, Maoist activity was
reported from four districts. Of these,
only Kurnool District fell in the
'moderately affected' category, while
the remaining three - Alluri Sitarama
Raju, Parvathipuram Manyam, and
Visakhapatnam - were classified as
'marginally affected'. Significantly, on
November 19, 2025, Special
Intelligence Branch (SIB) Chief and
Additional Director General of Police
(ADGP) Mahesh Chandra Laddha
stated that the Andhra Pradesh
Police was working intensively to
make the state free of CPI-Maoist
and other extremist elements by
March 2026. His statement followed
two major exchange-of-fire incidents
on November 18 and 19 in Alluri
Sitarama Raju District, in which 13
Maoists, including senior cadres,
were killed. Addressing the media,
Laddha noted that around 50 Maoists
of various ranks from Chhattisgarh
and Telangana had recently entered
Andhra Pradesh seeking shelter. In
response, coordinated intelligence-
led operations led to the arrest of
more than 50 Maoists across
Krishna, Eluru, NTR, Konaseema,
Alluri Sitarama Raju, and Kakinada

districts. He further disclosed that six
Maoists, including Central
Committee Member (CCM) Madvi
Hidma alias Santosh, were killed in
an encounter near Uttaluru in
Maredumilli Mandal, and a
substantial cache of weapons,
ammunition, and other materials was
recovered during post-encounter
searches. Terming the operations as
among the most comprehensive in
recent years, Laddha emphasized
their intelligence-driven character.
Early 2026, including the period after
the March 31, 2026 deadline, has
remained largely incident-free,
reflecting sustained SF dominance.
Notwithstanding the Maoists'
impending downfall in the state, the
Andhra Pradesh Police continue to
face critical shortages in capacity and
deployment. According to the latest
Bureau of Police Research and
Development (BPR&D) data, as of
January 1, 2024, the Andhra Pradesh
Police had a strength of 88,514
personnel, against a sanctioned
strength of 110,186, resulting in a
deficit of 19.66 per cent. The police-
area ratio (number of policemen per
100 square kilometres) in Andhra
Pradesh was just 54.33, compared to
the national average of 65.78. Both the
state and national averages for the
police-area ratio were well below
sanctioned levels, at 67.63 and 83.81,
respectively. The police-population
ratio (police personnel per 100,000
population) in the state was 166.18, as
against a sanctioned level of 206.87.
Moreover, the sanctioned strength of
Indian Police Service (IPS) officers in
the state was 144, but only 131 officers
were in position, reflecting a deficit of
9.02 percent, weakening executive
supervision of the force. Andhra
Pradesh stands at a critical juncture
in its counter-insurgency trajectory,
with the near-eradication of Maoist
influence marking the culmination of
decades of coordinated security and
developmental efforts. The decisive
unravelling of Maoism in 2025 -
reflected in surrenders eclipsing
violence and SFs re-establishing
control over core forested
strongholds- set the stage for the
March 31, 2026, Maoist-free deadline
articulated by DGP Harish Kumar
Gupta. With the deadline now past,
this trajectory of decline has been
sustained, though residual risks
persist. The pre-emption of a
spillover from neighbouring theatres
and the resolution of enduring socio-
economic deficits remain critical to
consolidating these gains. The
sustained reintegration of
surrendered cadres, alongside
accelerated development in tribal
regions, will be central to securing
durable and irreversible peace.
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Glamour

Anita Hassanandani’s birthday
cake brings her iconic roles to life,
Ekta Kapoor shares glimpse

ctress Anita
Hassanandani
turned 45 on
the 14th of
April, and threw in a
lavish birthday bash for
her friends from the
entertainment industry.
Producer and TV
czarina Ekta Kapoor who
also graced the special
occasion of her BFF,
gave fans a glimpse of
Anita's unique birthday
celebration by sharing
a video of her specially
designed cake on social
media. The cake gave a
glimpse of Anita's career

dai #fra

AKSHAY
KUMAR'S 15-
YEAR SAMOSA
BAN HAS A
SURPRISING
REASON

ollywood superstar
Akshay Kumar
recently made

an unexpected
revelation about

his diet, while hosting the
quiz reality show Wheel of
Fortune. The actor, while
interacting with contestants
Vidhi Bharani, Riwaj Ghimire,
and Nilam Rajput, revealed
why he has been avoiding the
famous Indian street food Samosa
for over 15 years.

Contestant Vidhi was seen

|

her

in the entertainment
industry. It was crafted
in the shape of a retro
television set, with
antennas and dials.

It featured a
collage of Anita’s
most iconic shows
and characters from

career.

sarees and especially
blouses. The actress was
also widely loved for her
portrayal of the vamp

asking Akshay if it’s true that he From her popular . 1 ’ L Shesha in Ekta Kapoor's
hasn’t eaten a samosa in the past keeps extremely fit and is stint in Naagin '. s 1 Naagin. The actress was
15 years to which Akshay casually completely health conscious. to beloved shows W J also loved for her shows
replied, “what’s wrong with that?”. Reportedly, the actor likes to like Kavyanjali, - ‘1 like Kabhi Sautan Kabhi
Vidhi further is seen asking sleep on time and wake up before Kabhi Sautan Kabhi ‘ Saheli and Kavyanjali.
how he could resist something as dawn. Saheli, and Yeh Hai Apart from television,
delicious as a samosa. In fact the actor also likes to Mohabbatein, the cake o Anita has also featured
To this, Akshay then explains perform all of his stunts in movies, beautifully captured y in movies like Kucch To
that it’s not about dieting or however difficult, all by himself. her journey on Indian ‘ Hai, Krishna Cottage,

putting on weight; he simply
avoids samosas because they
cause acidity, which makes him
uncomfortable.

He added, “Jab maine woh
gaana bhi kiya tha ‘Jab Tak
Rahega Samose Mein Aaloo’
maine ek bhi nahi khaya tha,”
leaving everyone surprised.

Talking about Akshay Kumar,
the actor even at almost 60,

Amitabh Bachchan
pens note on faith,
struggle, and life's

‘saturation’

egastar of Hindi cinema
Amitabh Bachchan has again
stirred introspection with a
deeply philosophical note,
reflecting on the stark contrast between
abundance and deprivation. The icon
took to his blog, where he drew parallels
from life’s realities and wrote: “One can
get saturated with items of food and
its consumption .. but the poor never
experienced the means of saturation .. for
them just the faith that by the end of the
day they shall get their food, is to them
their saturation limit ..”

He spoke about how “saturation” holds
different meanings for different people.
The thespian shaed that while some are
overwhelmed by excess, others find solace
merely in the hope of a meal.

He wrote: “Saturation has many
connotations...compared with the
maximum possible .. dissolved and
consumed... we by the grace of God are
blessed to know, after many years of strain
and effort... others put in the same effort,
but do not get the similar response ..

‘Vishv ka abhishaap bhaari’ - the curse
of life,” he wrote. Weaving in references
to belief, faith, and even Hamlet from
William Shakespeare, the star underlined
how faith ultimately guides humanity
through uncertainty, even as it continues
to divide and define us.

“There is saturation too on the modern
elements that provide information ..
hundreds of elements, and all with some
unique inputs... which to believe and
what to consume .. that is the question:
Shakespeare and Hamlet: ‘to be or not
to be that is the question” He added:
“so... belief is the key word... belief , that
consumes all of us that have faith as the
guide... guided through life in the belief
of some finality or the other .. and lasting
a lifetime, through generations... belief
the element .. and faith its follower ..

lifestyle and prefers having his last
meal of the day before 7 PM.

Akshay Kumar is all set for his
upcoming movie Bhoot Bangla
that also stars Rajpal Yadav,
Paresh Rawal, Tabu, Wamiqa
Gabbi and late veteran star
Asrani. The movie is set to release
on the 16th of April.

Akshay follows a disciplined

On the professional front,

international film titled

52 Blue, as she will be
seen in a de-glam avatar for the very
first time on screen. The actress
said that going makeup-free was
never a concern for her as she found
it liberating.

Neha said in a statement: “52
Blue has been one of the most
deeply moving and transformative
experiences of my career. When I
first read the script, what stayed
with me was the quiet strength of
the mother she doesn’t speak loudly,
but her presence shapes her son’s
entire world.”

Directed by acclaimed Egyptian
filmmaker Ali El Arabi, 52 Blue
is a poignant coming-of-age story
that follows a young Indian football
enthusiast’s journey as a migrant
worker to the 2022 FIFA World Cup
in Qatar.

The film explores themes of
identity, aspiration, and resilience,
set against a deeply emotional
family backdrop.

She said that playing a mother
to a young man for the first time
was both challenging and incredibly
fulfilling.

“Because it required me to
tap into emotions that are raw,
instinctive, and deeply human."
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has

television. Ekta Kapoor
was seen appreciating

behind the uniquely
designed cake.
Talking about
Anita Hassanandani’s
career, the actress
who is a popular face
on Indian television,

number memorable

idea and execution

delivered umpteen

freedom in going

deglam for ‘52 Blue’

Neha added: "The deglam aspect
of the role was never a concern
for me; in fact, it was liberating. It
allowed me to completely shed any
layers of vanity and immerse myself
fully into the life of this woman—her
silences, her resilience, and her
unconditional love.”

“There’s something very powerful
about portraying a character who
finds strength in vulnerability."

The film also stars Adil Hussain,
who plays Neha'’s husband, marking
their first on-screen collaboration.

Shot extensively in Kochi, India,
Blue 52 traces the journey of Ashish

619

the

She was most popular
as Shagun Arora in
the hit show Yeh Hai
Mohabbatein.

In the same show, her
character was admired

Yeh Dil.
Anita, who earlier

went by the screen

name Natasha, has
been a part of the
entertainment industry
for almost 25 years.
On the personal front,
the actress married
businessman Rohit
Reddy in 2013, and is a
mother to Aaravv Reddy

: performances. for her chic style of who was born in 2021.

E, 'I-;-;;,- _ = B .
eha Dhupia is stepping ® (Yadav Shashidhar), a young boy
into an entirely new e a u la n S growing up under the isolating
space with her debut control of his father on a remote

island home.

With the quiet strength and
support of his mother, and inspired
by the memory of his late brother,
Ashish eventually finds the courage
to break free. His journey takes
him across borders as he sets out
to meet his idol, Lionel Messi, at
the FIFA World Cup in Qatar 2022
- marking his first encounter with
the larger world beyond his confined
upbringing.

Regarding working with Ali
El Arabi, Neha said it has been a
revelation.

“His storytelling is so honest
and rooted, and he creates an
environment where you feel
completely safe to explore and
push your boundaries. Shooting in
Kochi, in such a unique and intimate
setting, added so much authenticity
to the film,” she added.

The actress said that at its heart,
“52 Blue is a story about dreams,
about breaking free, and about the
invisible forces like a mother’s belief
that shape who we become.”

“I feel incredibly grateful to be a
part of a film that is so universal in
its emotions yet so personal in its
storytelling. It’s a story that I believe
will resonate with audiences across
cultures and borders.”

Anu am Kher meets

Anil Kumble calls him

grace personqﬁed

eteran actor-filmmaker
Anupam Kher bumped into
former India cricketer Anil
Kumble at the airport and went

on to not just heap praise on his sporting
legacy but also his grace, humility,
and deep-rooted connection to Indian
culture. Anupam took to Instagram,
where he mentioned the geotag of the
Chatrapati Shivaji Terminal in Mumbai.
The actor also shared a selfie with
Kumble, who was regarded as one of the
greatest bowlers in cricket history, took

wickets in Test cricket and was the

third-highest wicket taker of all time at

time of his retirement in 2008.

The actor-filmmaker wrote in the
caption: “Met #AnilKumble at the
airport—and what a delightful surprise

human being he is—graceful, grounded
and full of quiet dignity.”

Anupam mentioned that he had
the privilege of listening to a beautiful
Sanskrit recital by him and his wife
Chethana.

“Recently, I had the privilege of
listening to a beautiful Sanskrit recital
by him and his wonderful wife Chethana.
It was deeply moving and left a lasting
impression on me.”

Anupam concluded: “In a time where
we often rush past our roots, they are
nurturing and celebrating our culture
with such sincerity. They truly are
cultural ambassadors of our heritage in
the most elegant way. Jai Ho!”

On the work front, Anupam, who
was recently seen in his own directorial

“Tanvi The Great”, is set to reprise the
role of Kamal Kishore Khosla in the

that was! Of course, the world knows
him as one of India’s finest cricketers.
But beyond the legend of the game, 1 second installment of the 2006 film
discovered once again what a wonderful “Khosla Ka Ghosla!”.

separated and divided humanity... the
explain to this is never needed .. we all
know where this leads to. Keep well all and
in belief.”
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