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Water Security Must
Include Sanitation & Reuse

Krishna Swaroop Konidena

ndia is home to 18% of
the world’s population,
but only 4 per cent of its
freshwater resources.
Much of the conversa-
tion around water security
therefore tends to focus on
supply, how to store more,
distribute better and stretch
what little there is. While
necessary, this conversation
remains one-dimensional.
Nearly 80 per cent of the
water used, leaves our
homes as 'usedwater'. In a
water-stressed nation, this
isn't just ‘waste’; it is a mas-
sive, untapped resource that
returns to the system every
single day. Until we bridge
the gap between water sup-
ply and its inevitable return
as a treated resource, our
water security will remain a
‘leaky bucket’ constantly try-
ing to fill a container without
addressing where the con-
tents are going.
Water and sanitation are
often treated as separate
focus areas, but they are two
sides of the same coin. When
we talk about ‘treated water;
the conversation usually stops
at the liquid. We focus on how
to clean the water for reuse
in gardens or industry, but
in doing so, we lose sight of
another valuable ‘by-product’:
The sludge.
Sludge is a nutrient goldmine.
Whether it is faecal sludge
from septic tanks and pits or
sewage sludge from sewage
treatment plants, this mate-

rial is packed with the organic
carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium that India’s
soils are starving for. About
85 per cent of India’s soils are
deficient in organic carbon. By
ignoring sludge, we are essen-
tially throwing away the very
nutrients we currently spend
billions importing as chemical
fertilisers.

Demonstrated potential:
From farms to kilns
The potential of this ‘waste’
is not a theoretical dream; it
is a proven reality waiting to
be scaled. We have already
demonstrated two powerful

pathways for reuse:

e In agriculture: In Deva-
nahalli, a small town in
Karnataka, a low-cost
treatment plant has been
co-composting faecal
sludge since 2015. The
result? A nutrient-rich
compost that meets Ferti-
lizer Control Order norms
and is so effective that local
farmers actively seek it out.

¢ Inindustry: Sewage sludge
has a high calorific value,
making it an excellent fuel
source. By co-processing
dried sludge in cement
kilns or brick kilns, we can
turn a disposal headache
into a renewable energy
source, reducing the indus-
trial reliance on coal.

From the fields of Odisha to

the kilns of the cement indus-

try, the evidence is mounting:

Sludge is a productive

resource.

‘Why does it fly under
radar?

If the value is known and the

-

technology is proven, why
are piles of sludge still accu-
mulating at sewage treatment
plants? Why does sludge man-
agement continue to fly under
the radar of our national
water agenda?The answer lies
in a combination of regulatory
gaps and broken links. Even
when treatment is successful,
there is often no clear regula-
tory pathway or certification
to move these biosolids into
the market.

The Fertiliser Control Order
of 1985 has yet to fully inte-
grate treated human waste

About 85 per cent

of India’s soils are
deficient in organic
carbon. By ignoring

sludge, we are
essentially throwing
away the very nutrients

we currently spend
billions importing as
chemical fertilisers.

as a mainstream input. With-
out enforceable national

standards and a testing infra-
structure that guarantees
safety, ‘waste’ stays ‘waste,
piling up at treatment sites
because there is no official
"permission" to use it.
Choice, not technical
barrier

The quality of India’s rivers,
the safety of its groundwater,
and the health of its soils are
all downstream of how we
manage these outputs. From
Devanahalli to Dhenkanal,
we see that the technical bar-
riers are not what is holding
us back. Farmers want the

product. Industries can use
the energyThe ‘sludge piles’
at our treatment plants are
a physical manifestation of a
policy gap. Regulatory gaps
are, ultimately, a choice Water
security must be understood
as more than access to fresh-
water alone. It is about the
responsibility to close the
loop. Sanitation reuse must
be recognized as a core pillar
of our water strategy - not as
a technical footnote, but as
a practical, fundable path-
way to a more resilient India.

(Courtesy: DTE)
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Glamour

AMRITA RAO PRAISES
FARAHKHANASE -
AHEAD OF HER TIME’
AS ‘MAIN HOON NA’
CLOCKS 22

ctress Amrita

Rao turned
nostalgic as
her cult film
ain Hoon
Na, completed 22 years
on the 30th of April.
The actress heaping he upco- Laughter Day, we have planned
praise on Main Hoon ming a special episode with Netflix,
Na director Farah special natural, fun, and full of laughter.
Khan, called her “way episode This time, Samay and Ranveer are
ahead of her time.” of the streaming also joining in their own style to
Sharing a heartfelt note, heart.” sketch comedy make this celebration even more
Rao reflected on the film'’s “Today on Main show ‘“The engaging. We just want people to
enduring charm, memorable Hoon Na Anniversary, Great Indian enjoy this day with us by laughing
music and iconic characters, send this Reel to Kapil Show’ together)”.
adding that “they don’t make someone who holds a will feature Elsewhere during the episode,
films like these anymore.” special place in your Samay Raina the stage flips into the “TGIKS’
She wrote, “MAIN HOON heart and tell them - and Ranveer News Debate, with Sunil Grover
NA Anniversary Today. One MAIN HOON NA,” she Allahbadia. at the centre. And in true TGIKS
more ‘Cult’ film in my Kitty concluded. The special episode fashion, Krushna Abhishek as
That seems to grow only For the uninitiated, for World Laughter Mona and Kiku Sharda as Sona
bigger with time.” Amrita Rao played the Day marks the reunion of jump in right on cue, keeping the
She added, “Farah Khan fearless, blunt yet kind Samay Raina and Ranveer chaos alive till the end.
my Jhansi ki Rani Director all Sanjana in the Shah Rukh Allahbadia after the India’s Got ‘The Great Indian Kapil Show’

I can say is SHE IS FAAAR'ah
Ahead Of Her Time !! Be the
costumes, the hairstyles,
envisioning the One take song
Chale Jaise Hawayen, and all
the songs of Main Hoon Na..
really they don't make them
any more !! They don't make
them anymore! (sic)”

He added, “The humour,
the scenes, characters like
Percy, the Spitting Professor
in Satish Shah Ji, Bindu ji

Khan-starrer.

The movie’s soundtrack
continues to be one of its
biggest strengths of the
movie, with songs like
“Tumse Milke,” “Chale Jaise
Hawaayein,” “Gori Gori,”
and the title track becoming
chartbusters.

From its action sequences
to dance choreographies and
cinematography, Main Hoon
Na received great reviews for
it all.

Latent controversy triggered by
Ranveer’s remarks on the reality
show.

Talking about the show, Kapil
Sharma said, “Humare show ko
audience se jo pyaar mila hai, usse
yahi motivation milta hai ki unhe
fresh aur entertaining content
diya jaye. World Laughter Day
ke mauke par Netflix ke saath
ek special episode plan kiya hai,
natural, fun aur full of laughter. Is
baar Samay aur Ranveer bhi apne
andaaz mein jud kar is celebration

is produced by K9 Productions,
led by Kapil Sharma and Salman
Khan. The format combines sketch
comedy, stand-up monologues,
celebrity interviews, and audience
interaction. The core cast includes
Kapil Sharma as host, Sunil
Grover, Krushna Abhishek, Kiku
Sharda, and Rajiv Thakur, with
Archana Puran Singh appearing
as the show’s regular judge.

The show is filmed on an indoor
set with a live audience and follows

playing the teacher flirting
with Major Ram!”

Amrita further wrote,
“Main Hoon Na will always
be Main Hoon Na a film that
we all grew up watching that
holds the special place in our

v

The movie along with
Amrita Rao also starred

Shah Rukh Khan, Sushmita
Sen, Zayed Khan, Bindu, late
Satish Shah, Boman Irani, and
Naseeruddin Shah.

B T W

ctress Kiara Advani
who embraced
motherhood 11 months
ago, recently gave her
fans a peek into her relaxed
Maldives holiday, where she
was seen in her mommy mode,
singing the popular “Baby Shark”
rhyme while a chef prepared
sushi at a live counter.

ko aur engaging bana rahe hain.
Bas itna hi chahte hain ki log
humare saath hass kar is din ko
enjoy karein (The love our show
has received from the audience
is what motivates us to provide
them with fresh and entertaining

N e

and Sidharth tied the knot in
February 2023 in a grand yet
intimate ceremony in Rajasthan
after dating for a few years. The
two fell head over heels in love
with each other on the sets of
their movie Shershaah.

On the work front, Kiara has
been associated with the much-
anticipated film Toxic whose

T

content. On the occasion of World

Sidharth laughs as Klara sings
‘Baby Shark’ in Maldives

a weekly episode release model on
Netflix. Its launch was significant
as it reunited Kapil Sharma and
Sunil Grover on the same platform
after several years. The series
focuses on clean, family-friendly
humour and conversational
comedy rather than scripted
storytelling.

The light-hearted moment was release was earlier slated for (
captured by her husband and June 5 but has now been pushed {
actor Sidharth Malhotra who was to a later, unannounced date. d
heard giggling in the background. They welcomed their first ¢
In the playful clip, Kiara, dressed born, a baby girl in June 2025. :
in a breezy pink shirt layered The couple had announced )
N eetu Kap Oo_r . over a white bralette, is seen the pregnancy earlier in 2025 § Adah Sh arma S
remembers Rishi excitedly reacting by singing with a joint social media post ( chill day_- scrollin g
- Baby Shark song as the chef showing their hands holding { - v 4
Kapoor: Always In sliceg sushi rolls. . !oaby socks. They ha(.i captionqd ( COOklng’ an d a blt
Kiara also shared a few beach towel. it as, 'The greatest gift of our life. (
our h ear tS pictures from her luxurious trip Another frame captures Coming soon.' Kiara had kept her { 0 f WOoYr kO u t
along with Sidharth and their a serene sunset view from pregnancy very private, rarely }
t has been 6 years since celebrated little baby girl. The first set of a luxurious overwater villa, showeasing her baby bump in ) ctress Adah Sharma has given
Bollywood actor Rishi Kapoor left for visuals showcase stylish two caps with Kiara and Sidharth’s feet public and choosing to maintain y a peek into what her “typical
the heavenly abode. Remembering labelled “Mini” and “Mama,” stretched out in relaxation. a discreet presence during her ( day off” looks like and revealed
her late husband on his death paired with chic sunglasses and a For the uninitiated, Kiara term. ( that it includes waking up with
anniversary on ThuI‘Sday’ aCtreSS Neetu LR R R R R i e e R R e e e e O e e o e e e e e R R e e i en e e gy (‘}r “big planS”, mindless SCFOlling’ thOda sa
Kapoor uploaded a candid throwback ( workout, and getting distracted by the
photo of the couple on social media. @ /  birds. Adah is known for her disciplined
The photo showed Rishi Ji and Neetu KruShna KaShmera get emo tlonal 2 life; however, an off day for her is a little
sitting next to one another, simply smiling ,. . ° ) similar to everyone else’s.
at the camera. "Always in our hearts M S ) She told that in a candid chat: “I
(sic)," read the text on the photo. as t w lns meet aml unlta '; wake up at 10 am with big plans, of yoga,
Rishi Ji and Neetu's daughter, [ cleaning my room, and not looking at

Riddhima Kapoor Sahni, also used social
media to pay a heartfelt tribute to her
late father. Posting a portrait of Rishi

Ji on her official Instagram account,
Riddhima shared, "Until we meet again.
I'll keep celebrating you, loving you and

i i P i i i Tl i = T e . = e P B o W . T W Py

n emotional and
heartwarming
moment
unfolded as
celebrity couple Krushna
Abhishek and Kashmera

Adding a light-hearted touch
to the emotional moment,
Kashmera Shah was seen
interacting playfully with her
sons. She asked them,
“Are you scared

I L M N M W N

the phone. By 11 am, I'm negotiating
with myself so my day becomes a mix
of aspirations, snacks, and thoda sa
workout.”

Adah added: “Then I get distracted by
the birds and spend 2 hrs conversing with

missing you, always (sic)." For those Shah’s twin sons finally of me?”, to the crows. I've then got my phone out to
who do not know, Rishi and Neetu first met their “Mami” Sunita which take all the cute videos of the birds, and
bumped into each other back in 1974 on Ahuja for the very first the boys my phone storage gets full.”
the sets of their movie "Zehreela Insaan". time since their birth. innocently “Now phone in hand, I do indulge
Their relationship, which commenced as The touching reunion nodded in in mindless scrolling. I look at healthy
colleagues, slowly transformed into love. came after Sunita Ahuja affirmation. recipes and decide to try them on the next
After being in a relationship for some recently appeared on Turning off day, which never happens.”
time, these two finally ended up tying the cooking reality show the moment ) Adah was last seen in Tumko Meri
the knot in 1980. The couple welcomed a Celebrity Laughter Chefs, humorous, y  Kasam, directed by Vikram Bhatt. The
girl, Riddhima, in 1980, followed by a boy, where the coldness amidst In the video, Kashmera then '3 film is inspired by the life of Dr. Ajay
Ranbir, in 1982. family seemed to melt with them Sunita Ahuja pointed towards [ Murdia, the founder of Indira IVF. The
During their tenure, Rishi and Neetu warming up to each other. appeared Sunita Ahuja and (  film also stars Anupam Kher, Ishwak
have been paired in several projects such In a video shared by the overwhelmed said, “Now meet {  Singh, Adah Sharma, and Esha Deol
as "Doosara Aadmi", "Rafoo Chakkar", host channel on their social and overjoyed as she the person your "t in lead roles. She will next be seen in
"Besharam", "Kabhi Kabhie", "Zinda Dil", media account, Krushna and met her grandsons for the mother is scared ( “Governor: The Silent Saviour”, which
"Amar Akbar and Anthony", "Anjane Kashmera’s twin boys, Rayaan first time in all these years. of,” leaving everyone ) also stars Manoj Bajpayee.
Mein", "Dhan Daulat", "Khel Khel Mein", and Krishang, who are around Krushna Abhishek, while amused. :; The film is reportedly inspired by S.
and "Do Dooni Chaar", to name just a few. 7 years old, were seen meeting sharing the moment on his social For those unaware, Sunita y  Venkitaramanan, who served as RBI
Unfortunately, Rishi passed away on 30th Sunita, who is their grandmother, media story, revealed how special Ahuja is married to actor \  Governor during India’s 1991 economic
April 2020 after a two-year-long battle marking a significant moment for and long-awaited this meeting Govinda, and Krushna Abhishek [ crisis and was closely associated with the
with leukemia. He was 76 at the time. the family. was for everyone involved. is Govinda’s nephew. {  country’s financial rescue period.
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