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Opinion

n India, a saree is
more than just attire;
it is emotion, identity,
and tradition woven
together. Among the
country's many iconic weaves,
the silk sarees of Kanchi-
puram stand out for their
timeless elegance and royal
appeal. Known as the "Silk
City," this town in Tamil Nadu
has earned global recognition
for its exquisite Kanchipuram
sarees, celebrated for their
richness, durability, and intri-
cate craftsmanship.
These sarees are not just gar-
ments; they are a reflection
of India's cultural pride and
artisanal excellence.
Handwoven from pure silk
and often interlaced with gold
and silver zari, each piece car-
ries a distinctive sheen and a
bold, luxurious texture that
sets it apart.
Kanchipuram sarees imme-
diately capture the attention
of the visitors from the coun-
try and abroad. The detailing
is extraordinary; every part
reflects simplicity, grace,
and a royal character. They
are never overly flashy, yet
they leave a strong and last-

ing impression.The story of
Kanchipuram silk dates back
nearly four centuries. His-
torical accounts suggest that
skilled weavers migrated
from Andhra Pradesh, bring-
ing with them techniques that
evolved under the influence
of temple architecture and
traditions.Initially crafted for
temple deities, these sarees
carry a deep spiritual and cul-
tural connection. Over time,
they became synonymous
with celebrations, weddings,
and special occasions, both in
India and abroad.Many peo-
ple produce only handloom
sarees and do not use power-
looms. Kanchipuram is known

Handwoven from
pure silk and often
interlaced with
gold and silver zari,
each piece carries a
distinctive sheen and a
bold, luxurious texture
that sets it apart.

for its pure silk. With over a
hundred looms, they continue

to create sarees in traditional
designs and classic colours,
supplying them across India.

In Kanchipuram, silk weaving
is not merely a profession; it
is a way of life. Thousands of
families have sustained this
craft for generations, passing
down skills and techniques
through the years.Creating a
single saree can take several
days, sometimes even weeks.

Each thread reflects patience,
precision, and artistry; quali-
ties that machines struggle to
replicate in an age dominated
by mass production.Kumar-
avelu, a veteran weaver said
that they do everything by
hand and thus they have
been part of traditional hand-
loom weaving since 1975.
Over the years, they have
gradually grown our work,
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anchipuram Silk Sarees Weave Tradition,
Prestige and Economic Strength

and today we earn a stable
livelihood from it. Support
from government initiatives,
cooperative societies, and
the Geographical Indication
(G]) tag has helped preserve
the authenticity of Kanchi-
puram silk, ensuring that the
craft remains protected while
adapting to modern markets.
Today, the Kanchipuram silk
industry operates through

a well-organised network of
cooperative societies, sup-
ported by the Tamil Nadu
government. Institutions
such as Kamakshi Amman
‘Weavers Cooperative Society,
Murugan Weavers Coopera-
tive Society, and Varadaraja
Swamy Weavers Cooperative
Society play a crucial role
in sustaining and promot-
ing this heritage.With nearly
50,000 weavers and around
60,000 looms in operation,
the industry generates an
annual turnover exceeding Rs
200 crore - making it not just
a cultural symbol, but also a
strong economic pillar.Despite
changing fashion trends and
the rise of machine-made tex-
tiles, Kanchipuram silk sarees
continue to hold their ground.
Their enduring appeal lies in
their ability to stay rooted
in tradition while evolving
with time.What emerges is
more than just an industry;
it is a living legacy. One that
continues to weave together
heritage, identity, and oppor-
tunity, ensuring that every
saree carries forward a story
of pride, craftsmanship, and
timeless beauty.

Submerged Secrets

n a discovery that has
sent ripples through the
scientific and archaeo-
logical communities, a
trove of British-era coins
and prehistoric fossils has been
recovered from the seabed off
the coast of Visakhapatnam.
The find, made during recent
underwater explorations, offers
arare, layered look into both the
colonial history and the ancient
geological past of the Bay of
Bengal.
An exhibition in Visakhap-
atnam, featuring rocks and
coins dating back to the era
of dinosaurs, is leaving every-
one astonished.Archaeology
scholars in Visakhapatnam
have organised this exhibition
to showcase fossils thousands
of years old, rocks with unique
wood-like textures, and rem-
nants recovered from the
depths of oceans and lakes.
A research scholar from
Andhra University, describes
the exhibition as a "living tes-
timony" and a historical bridge
that spans the dawn of human-
ity to modern independence,

showcasing a vast collection of
fossils, regional heritage, and
ancient coinage from dynasties
such as the Satavahanas and
Mauryas.Not only it features
a private collection of the not
only coins and fossils starting
from the dawn of humanity up
until the modern day British
times but also it features all
the pictures as well as visual
representations of the heritage
sites popular around Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, along
with a brief history of Andhra
University, the display of which
can be seen in the front here,"”
said Jagatpatnaik.Basically, the

coin collection presented here
starts from the early age of the
Mahajanapadas and goes on
up until 1947, the Indian inde-
pendence movement. And the
prominent dynasties whose
coins are featured here include
Satavahanas, Ikshvakus, Vish-
nukundinas, Mauryas, and
Guptas, alongside some foreign
variety coins. Research scholar
from the Department of History
and Archaeology, Andhra Uni-
versity, Sneha Kalampudi said
that, "T'he Britishers started the
construction of railways in India
during the 1850s, but when it
comes to Andhra, it started
between 1862. The first railway
line was from Renigunta during
the 1860s, and when it comes to
Vishakhapatnam, the very first
railway station is Waltair, con-
structed in 1896. Later, after
post-independence India, the
railways got nationalised. We
had a zone called South Central
Zone, which was in combined
Andhra Pradesh, but after the
2014 bifurcation, it's our bad,
actually, it's the zone headquar-
ters that belonged to Telangana.

Preserving Traditional Lost-
wax Metal Craft in Bengal

e -

n the outskirts of Bankura

town, the village of Bikna

Shilpa Danga continues to pre-

serve the ancient art of Dhokra

metal craft for generations.
This enduring dedication to traditional
craftsmanship has earned the village
global acclaim for its intricate designs
and immense heritage value. Passed down
through generations of artisan families,
Dhokra art relies on the ancient lost-wax
casting technique. The entire process is
remarkably labour-intensive and metic-
ulous, often requiring several days of
dedicated craftsmanship to bring a single,
intricate piece to life.Goutam Karmakar, a
seasoned artisan from Bikna Shilpa Danga,
detailed the intricate stages of Dhokra cast-
ing, explaining that the process begins with
the careful creation of a foundational soil
structure. The craft starts with the soil
base, followed by a structure made from a
precise mixture of sand and wax. They fur-
ther noted that the pricing of Dhokra items
is primarily determined by the complexity
and intricacy of the designs. Highlighting
the craft's deep-rooted local presence, he
mentioned that the art remains a staple

in the region, with a significant number
of villagers regularly purchasing these
traditional products to support the local
artisanal economy.

Despite its immense artistic significance,
the community faces persistent chal-
lenges, including fluctuating raw material
costs, unpredictable weather patterns, and
limited market access. Reflecting on the
economic strain, Karmakar noted that the
artisans are currently "suffering from sig-
nificant losses" in the trade.Nevertheless,
the Dhokra Shilpa of Bikna remains a vital
symbol of artistic excellence. More than
just a craft, it carries forward the unique
cultural identity of Bankura, standing as
one of West Bengal's most treasured and
enduring handicrafts.

Keralam Keeps Alive Century-old Connection with Elephants

n the lush landscapes

of Keralam, where

misty hills meet temple

towns, the relationship

between humans and
elephants goes far beyond
coexistence. It is a bond
shaped by faith, tradition,
and emotion, one that has
endured for centuries and
continues to evolve with time.
From the electrifying specta-
cle of Thrissur Pooram to the
serene backdrops of Munnar;
elephants are not just animals
here; they are living symbols
of cultural identity and gran-
deurTowering over ten feet
and adorned with golden
ornaments, elephants become
the centrepiece of Keralam's
most iconic celebrations. At
Thrissur Pooram , a festival
more than two centuries old,
thousands gather to witness
a breathtaking blend of tradi-
tion, music, and devotionThe
rhythmic beats of traditional
ensembles such as chenda
melam and panchavadyam

all castes and religions partic-
ipate equally. The youth play
a big role - they come, engage,
and truly enjoy the experi-
ence.While elephants have
long held a sacred place in
Keralam's culture, their role
has expanded with the rise of
tourism. Visitors from across
the world seek close encoun-
ters, feeding elephants,
watching them bathe in riv-
ers, or simply observing them
in natural surroundings.For
many local families, elephant
tourism has become a vital

While elephants have
long held a sacred place
in Keralam's culture,
their role has expanded
with the rise of tourism.
Visitors from across
the world seek close
encounters, feeding
elephants, watching
them bathe in rivers, or
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ion/This bond develops over
years of shared routines,
morning walks, river baths,
and journeys through for-
est paths. It is guided not by
control, but by understand-
ingThe mahouts go into the
forest and train elephants.
The work is very hard, but
it gives us happiness. Over
time, they become like fam-
ily. With elephants living up
to 70 years, this companion-
ship often spans decades,
built on patience, respect,
and mutual trust.From tem-
ple courtyards to quiet forest
trails, the story of elephants
in Keralam, and across South
India, is ultimately a story
of connection. It reflects a
delicate balance between tra-
dition and change, devotion
and responsibility.In every
festival procession and every
silent walk through the forest,
this bond reminds us that the
relationship between humans
and nature is not merely prac-
tical; it is deeply emotional.

echo through the air, creating
an atmosphere that reso-
nates deeply with the crowd.
It is popularly believed that
Thrissur Pooram is a cele-
bration where people from

simply observing them
in natural surroundings.

source of livelihood, sustain-
ing traditions and supporting

mahouts who dedicate their
lives to these animals.Seeing
elephants up close was unfor-
gettable. Feeding them and
watching them bathe felt very
special; it's something you

don't experience every day.At
the same time, this evolving
relationship raises important
questions about balancing
tradition, economy, and ani-
mal welfare.At the heart of

this story is the unique rela-
tionship between elephants
and their caretakers. Each
elephant is paired with a
mahout, not just a trainer,
but often a lifelong compan-

As Keralam moves forward,
preserving this legacy while
ensuring the well-being of
its elephants will be key to
sustaining this timeless coex-
istence.
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A Ankita Lokhande says her
Pavitra Rishta story has

™ gracefully moved ahead

(6 . elevision superstar Ankita
Lokhande revisited her iconic

show, ‘Pavitra Rishta’ during
a recent AMA session on her
social media account with her fans.

The actress called her journey as
Archana during Pavitra Rishta as
emotional and unforgettable, further
stating that that story has ‘gracefully
moved forward’ in her life.

Taking to her social media account,
Ankita conducted an ‘Ask Me Anything’
session where her fans asked her about
her career and personal life.

A fan wrote, “Me aaj bhi youtube pe
pavitra rishta dekhti hu.. kya aap ye
show firse karna chahoge.”

Replying to this, Ankita said, “Pavitra
Rishta ek emotion hai. It was one of
- the most beautiful journeys of my life,

L and that story has gracefully moved
forward..

But if @ektarkapoor ma’am ever
plans something, I know my heart will
always say yes.”

She shared a still of her character
Archana from Pavitra Rishta as she
responded to the question.

Another fan asked Ankita how
she stays strong during tough times.
The question read, “How do you keep
yourself pushing up when nothing is
going good or during bad days? Love to

\WinH
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he makers of the
upcoming film
‘Awarapan 2’ have
booked August 14,
2026 for its release.
The film is the highly anticipated
sequel to one of Hindi cinema's
most beloved cult films.
On Tuesday, Bollywood actor

uma'am.”

To this, Ankita shared a picture
from her recent visit to Mahakaal, and
wrote, “Bad days come for everyone. |
allow myself to feel, then I pray, trust
my prayers, and remind myself that no
phase is permanent.

/

14 Aug 2

Emraan Hashmi took to the
Stories section of his Instagram.
The film marks the reunion
between filmmaker-producer
Vishesh Bhatt and Emraan
Hashmi.

On his decision to make
‘Awarapan 2, producer Vishesh
Bhatt said, “Awarapan 2’ is an
emotion so large that it's meant
for the big screen. It also presents
exotic settings and large scale
sequences but fundamentally it's
built on our core principles of
layered storytelling with powerful
characters and rich music”.

He further mentioned,
“Emraan felt the angst of Shivam
so deeply that he stepped into
character in a heartbeat. And
with Disha Patani joining us, the
world of the film opened up to
new possibilities”.

those who forget
history are bound

to repeat it

ndian auteur Imtiaz Ali, who

is gearing up for the release of

his upcoming film ‘Main Vapas

Aaunga’, believes that one should
learn from history to not repeat the
same mistakes.

The director spoke with IANS
during the promotions of ‘Main Vapas
Aaunga’, and shared that given human
beings and the world is cyclical in
nature, there’s a certain inevitability
to the scheme of things. The auteur
said that in such a scenario, one must
remember the past and not forget it.

“There is an inevitability. As
someone says that if one who forgets
history, he is condemned to repeat it.
And so one must take lessons and be
better, hopefully. And oftentimes, one
is not, unfortunately. If battles happen
again and again, if the same cruelty of
history happens cyclically, then people
like you and me also arise and put
some honey into the bitterness”.

He further mentioned, “That is our
job as artistes. To bring hope, point
towards the silver lining when there
are clouds. So this is also our attempt.
And how do we do it? We do it by
talking about stories, which connect
you to your own heart, the stories that
open your heart. But a film is a film, a
story is a story. Similarly, ‘Main Vapas
Aaunga’ is a simple story of partition
time, remembered 78 years later”.

‘Main Vapas Aaunga’ marks the
filmmaker's 2nd collaboration with
Diljit Dosanjh, and is set in the era
after the Partition of India, which is
the largest mass migration in human
history. The event, which led to the
carving out of Pakistan from India, led

to displacement of an estimated 14 to 18

million people.
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Marking her first collaboration
with Vishesh Films, Disha
Patani brings a compelling
new dimension to the world
of ‘Awarapan’, ‘Baaghi 2’, ‘MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story’ and
‘Kalki 2898 AD’ among her
credits.

The film is directed by
Nitin Kakkar, and written by
Bilal Siddiqui, created and
produced by Vishesh Bhatt.

The film is currently in its final
leg of production in Mumbai.
‘Awarapan 2’ releases in cinemas

Yami Gautam

worldwide on August 14, 2026.

‘Awarapan’ has over the years
gained a cult status. It is largely
driven by its emotional depth
and haunting music. Initially,
underappreciated at the box-
office, the film found a second life
through television re-runs and
digital platforms. Its melancholic
tone, themes of redemption,
and the brooding performance
by Emraan Hashmi resonated
strongly with audiences over
time.

Songs like ‘Tera Mera Rishta’
and ‘Toh Phir Aao’ have become
timeless classics. What sets
‘Awarapan’ apart is its sincerity,
it doesn’t chase mass appeal but
instead builds a loyal following
connected by the singular thread
of cinematic emotions that sit
right.

gets nostalgic

as Vicky Donor turns 14

ollywood star Yami
Gautam turned nostalgic
as her debut film Vicky
Donor completed 14
years on April 20. Taking
to her social media
account, the actress
re-shared a video
montage originally
posted by actor
Ayushmann
Khurrana.

The montage
featured a
compilation of
all the highlight
moments from
the film. From
iconic dialogues and
impactful scenes to
popular songs, the video
montage captured the essence
of the movie.

Reacting to the post, Yami wrote,
**What !! 14 years already,” further
adding an emotional face and red

fter receiving a an

overwhelming response

to the tracks “Gach
Laage” and “Licence
a Asla,” the makers
of the much-anticipated Haryanvi
film Licence, starring superstar

Masoom Sharma, have now unveiled

a high-energy dance number titled
“Gundyan Mein Basanti. The song
features the electrifying presence
of popular dancing sensation Gori

heart emoticon.

The actress, through her caption
expressed disbelief at how quickly
time has passed.

Talking about the movie,
Vicky Donor, released in
2012, and was directed
by Shoojit Sircar
The movie
starred
Ayushmann
Khurrana, Yami
Gautam, and
Anu Kapoor in
pivotal roles.
The film
revolved around
the unconventional
subject of sperm
donation, and
handled with humor
and sensitivity. The movie,
back then, went on to become
both a critical and commercial
success and had also marked Yami
Gautam’s Bollywood debut.

“Gundyan
Mein Basanti”

a dance track from Masoom Sharma’s

most awalted  film licence out now!

its overall appeal with pulsating
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Nagori, alongside Masoom Sharma
and seasoned actor Yashpal Sharma.
Packed with vibrant visuals and foot-
tapping choreography, “Gundyan
Mein Basanti” promises to be a
crowd-puller, adding to the growing
excitement around the film.
Bringing together a strong and
dynamic creative team, “Gundyan
Mein Basanti” stands out as a power-
packed addition to the film’s music
album. The track is composed by
Masoom Sharma, who also has sung
the song alongside the immensely
talented Narender Bhagana and
Swara Verma. The lyries, penned
by Amar Karnawal, while the music
direction by Pinna Music enhances

beats and a contemporary sound.

Actor, Composer, Singer Masoom
Sharma added,” Gundyan Mein
Basanti’ is a track that truly
represents the energy and attitude
of our film Licence. We wanted to
create something that instantly
connects with the audience and
makes them want to get up and
dance. The response we've received
for the previous songs has been
overwhelming, I am confident that
fans of Haryanvi music will really
enjoy this track and give it as much
love as they’ve given to our earlier
releases.”

Singer Swara Verma also shared
her excitement, saying, “‘Gundyan

SONG OUT NOW
LICENCE
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Genelia
Deshmukh
calls Nauvari
Saree a piece
of her roots

ollywood actress
Genelia Deshmukh,
who wore a bespoke
Nauvari saree at the
trailer launch of her upcoming
historical action drama Raja
Shivaji, said that the nine-yard-
wonder is a little piece of her
roots, something she carries
with her wherever she goes.
Sharing a string of pictures
of herself dressed elegantly in
a soft pink Nauvari saree in
Ahimsa silk fabric on the photo-
posting application, Genelia
said that the saree reminds her
that strength can be gentle.

“Wore something that felt
close to me - A Nauvari saree.
A little piece of my roots,
something I carry with me
wherever I go. The Himroo
weave and Ahimsa silk fabric
makes it so mindful and so so
special. And this soft pink...
just reminds me that strength
can be gentle, and grace can be
so powerful,” she wrote as the
caption.

The trailer of Raja Shivaji,
directed by her husband Riteish
Deshmukh, was unveiled on
Monday, which showcases the
journey of a young Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharayj, his life, and his
battles against the Mughals in
his quest to establish swaraj.
Riteish will be seen essaying the
titular role, while Genelia plays
his wife, Saibai.

Mein Basanti’ is a vibrant and
energetic song that allowed me to
explore a different vocal texture.

It was exciting to be part of a

track that is so lively and rooted in
Haryanvi culture. Collaborating
with Masoom Sharma and the entire
team made the experience even
more special, and I hope listeners
feel that energy when they hear
the song.” Adding to this, singer
Narender Bhagana said, ““Gundyan
Mein Basanti’ is a full-on energetic
track that fans are going to love
instantly.”

Lyricist Amar Karnawal added,
“The idea was to keep the lyrics
bold, earthy, and relatable so that the
audience can instantly connect with
the song’s vibe.”

Musie director Pinna Music
shared, ““We wanted to create a
sound that feels powerful, rooted,
and instantly catchy, and ‘Gundyan
Mein Basanti’ perfectly captures
that spirit.” With its infectious
energy and strong creative backing,
“Gundyan Mein Basanti” is poised to
become a favourite among Haryanvi
music lovers.
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