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Opinion

Shrotik Bose

he global waste
crisis is no longer
a slow-building
challenge; it
is advancing
faster than recent forecasts
anticipated. The latest What
a Waste 3.0 report by the
World Bank shows that
waste generation has already
surpassed earlier projections,
signalling a sharper and more
immediate escalation than
previously perceived.
The earlier 2018 report, based
on 2016 data, projected 3.40
billion tonnes of waste by 2050.
Updated estimates, using 2022
as the baseline, now place this
figure at 3.86 billion tonnes.
While the percentage growth
to 2050 appears lower, the
absolute volume is significantly
higher, intensifying pressure on
already stretched systems.
In 2022 alone, the world
generated 2.56 billion tonnes of
municipal solid waste, which is
a milestone earlier models had
anticipated only toward the
end of the decade. If current

From Babylon to Bharat: A Century

trends continue, this will still
translate into roughly a 50 per
cent increase by 2050. Waste
systems already under stress
are being forced to respond to
a crisis accelerating ahead of
schedule, leaving little room
for gradual adaptation.
The geography of waste
is also shifting in a way
that places the greatest
pressure on regions least
equipped to respond.
While high-income
countries continue to
generate more waste
per capita, the fastest
growth is concentrated in
the Global South, where
infrastructure, financing
and governance systems
remain uneven.

Where the crisis is shifting

What a Waste 3.0 marks a shift
not just in numbers but in how
the waste challenge is framed.
While What a Waste 2.0 focused

primarily on volumes, the new
report adopts a systems and
circularity lens, incorporating
scenario-based modelling for
emissions, plastic lifecycle
and leakage analysis, and
GDP-level economic framing
instead of just municipal
budgets. It also expands from
a static global snapshot to
a dynamic, scenario-driven
dataset, reflecting a more
complex and interconnected
understanding of the waste
crisis. The geography of waste
is also shifting in a way that
places the greatest pressure

of ‘Pehle Aap’ for Your Future

Sanjeev Kalra

(A retired IPS officer. He has been
following mutual funds for the last 15
years. In this column, he will talk about
his favourite mutual funds. His email is
: sanjeevkalral@yahoo.com)

xactly one hundred
years ago, a series of
short stories titled The
Richest Man in Babylon
changed the way the
world looked at a paycheck. Its
core message was revolutionary in
its simplicity: "A part of all you earn
is yours to keep." In India, we are
raised with a deep culture of Bachat
(saving), yet we often treat it as an
afterthought—saving whatever is
left at the end of the month after
everyone else, from the landlord
to the local kirana store, has been

paid.
The Failed Mapmaker’s
Masterpiece

The author, George S. Clason,
wasn't a banker; he was a
mapmaker by profession. Although
his successful map publishing
business was later destroyed by
the Great Depression, between 1920
and 1924 he began writing small
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Don't wait for the ‘perfect’ time.

Start today:

» Set the Date: Move your
investment date to the 1st of the month.
» The 10% Rule: If10% feels

high, start with 1%. The habit is more
important than the amount.

» Automate: Don't trust your
willpower, trust a standing instruction.
» The rule is simple: Be the first

on regions least equipped to
respond. While high-income
countries continue to generate
more waste per capita, the
fastest growth is concentrated
in the Global South, where
infrastructure, financing and
governance systems remain
uneven. Sub-Saharan Africa
is projected to see waste
volumes grow by 124 per cent,
while South Asia is expected
to nearly double its waste
generation (99 per cent) by
2050. Rapid urbanisation,
rising incomes and changing
consumption patterns are
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A Waste Tipping Point

driving this growth, but
without a parallel expansion of
waste management systems.
The result is a widening gap
between waste generation and
system capacity. India sits at the
centre of this transition. Over
the past decade, cities have
expanded collection coverage
and processing infrastructure
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission (SBM), the world’s
largest sanitation initiative.
Yet the pace of urbanisation,
particularly in peri-urban areas
and smaller towns. continues to
outstrip infrastructure gains.
At the same time, waste
composition is changing. The
growing share of low-value,
multilayered plastic packaging,
which is difficult to recycle
and often escapes formal
systems, adds complexity to
already strained urban waste
management, turning what
was once a scale challenge into
a combined problem of scale,
composition and capacity.
Real faultline: Collection, not
generation

The most critical divide in
global waste management

esearch from NASA's
Curiosity rover has found

evidence of a carbon cycle

is not how much waste is
generated, but how much is
actually collected. High-income
countries have achieved near-
universal collection, ensuring
waste enters controlled
systems. In low-income
countries, only 28 per cent
of waste is collected, with
coverage dropping sharply
outside urban centres. Globally,
around 30 per cent of waste is
either uncollected or openly
dumped. This is where the
crisis becomes visible and
dangerous. Uncollected waste
is burned, dumped in open
areas, or washed into rivers
and drains. In India, claims
of 100 per cent door-to-door
collection often mask ground
realities, reflected in clogged
drainage systems, seasonal
flooding and expanding illicit
dumping sites.
Policy focus has often been on
downstream solutions such as
processing plants, waste-to-
energy facilities and recycling
targets. But without universal
collection, no system can
function effectively.
(Courtesy: DTE)

Large carbon Deposits on Mars

person in line on payday.

lessons set in ancient Babylon—a
city he admired because it became
the wealthiest in the world through
human grit rather than natural
resources. These lessons were
originally published as individual
pamphlets distributed by banks.
They became so popular that in

» The Ancient Way: Stashing gold or
cash in a steel dabba. .

» The Babylon Way: Ensuring 1/10th
of your "harvest" is put to work carefully.
» The Modern Indian Way: An
automated "Wealth SIP" that deducts on
the 1st of the month, ensuring your future
self is never "adjusting" at month-end.

1926, they were compiled into the
book we read today. Clason used
a setting from 4,000 years ago
to show that while technology
changes, the "laws of money" are
as unchanging as gravity.

The 100-Year Wisdom: ‘Pehle Aap’
This philosophy flips the traditional
script. It suggests that you are your
most important creditor. Before
you pay your bills, you must "pay
yourself." This isn’t about greed;
it’s about "Aatmanirbharta" (self-
reliance). By setting aside 10%
before a single rupee is spent, you
aren't just saving money; you are
buying your future freedom.

‘Why It Resonates in India Today
As we transition from a nation of
traditional savers to a nation of
modern investors, the "Pay Yourself
First" rule has found a perfect home
in the SIP (Systematic Investment
Plan).

Your Centenary Action Plan
Aswe mark a century of this golden
rule, the goal remains the same.
Whether you call it "Paying Yourself
First" or "Apni Kamai, Pehle Apni
Padhai", the logic holds firm.

on ancient Mars, bringing

scientists closer to an answer
on whether the Red Planet was ever
capable of supporting life.
Lead author Dr. Ben Tutolo, an associate
professor with the Department of Earth,
Energy and Environment in the Faculty of
Science at the University of Calgary, is a
participating scientist on the NASA Mars
Science Laboratory Curiosity Rover team.
The team is working to understand
climate transitions and habitability on
ancient Mars as Curiosity explores Gale
Crater.
The paper, published this week in the
journal Science, reveals that data from
three of Curiosity's drill sites had siderite,
an iron carbonate material, within sulfate-
rich layers of Mount Sharp in Gale Crater.
"The discovery of large carbon deposits
in Gale Crater represents both a
surprising and important breakthrough
in our understanding of the geologic and
atmospheric evolution of Mars," says
Tutolo.
Reaching the strata, he says, was a long-
term goal of the Mars Science Laboratory
mission.
"The abundance of highly soluble salts in
these rocks and similar deposits mapped
over much of Mars has been used as
evidence of the 'great drying" of Mars
during its dramatic shift from a warm and
wet early Mars to its current, cold and dry
state," says Tutolo.
Sedimentary carbonate has long been
predicted to have formed under the CO2-
rich ancient Martian atmosphere, but
Tutolo says identifications had previously
been sparse.
NASA's Curiosity rover landed on Mars
on August 5, 2012, and has travelled

more than 34 kilometres on the Martian
surface.

The discovery of carbonate suggests that
the atmosphere contained enough carbon
dioxide to support liquid water existing on
the planet's surface. As the atmosphere
thinned, the carbon dioxide transformed
into rock form.

NASA says future missions and analysis
of other sulfate-rich areas on Mars could
confirm the findings and help to better
understand the planet's early history and
how it transformed as its atmosphere was
lost.

Tutolo says scientists are ultimately
trying to determine whether Mars was
ever capable of supporting life -- and the
latest paper brings them closer to an
answer.

"It tells us that the planet was habitable
and that the models for habitability are
correct," he says.

"The broader implications are the planet
was habitable up until this time, but then,
as the CO2 that had been warming the
planet started to precipitate as siderite,
it likely impacted Mars' ability to stay
warm.

The question looking forward is how much
of this CO2 from the atmosphere was
actually sequestered? Was that potentially
a reason we began to lose habitability?"
added Tutolo.

Prof. Lindsay Jaacks
Professor, Global Health & Nutrition,
University of Edinburgh

any of us are
used to our
doctors entering
information
into electronic
health records. Increasingly,
we expect that these data will
help track our health over time,
flag risks early,
and guide timely action. Digital
systems work best not merely
because they collect data, but
because they help translate
information into decisions and
improved care.
Since its launch by the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development in 2021,
the Poshan Tracker app has
sought to make nutrition
service delivery data more
actionable. Its ambition is

Using Data To Address Mal

not simply digitisation, but
to bring greater seriousness
and consistency to how child
growth and nutrition services
are recorded and reviewed.
The Poshan Tracker has the
potential to translate routinely
collected growth data into
meaningful decisions at the
last mile. Monthly growth
monitoring—if measured
correctly and

recorded consistently—can
provide early signals of risk.
A single, persistent electronic
record can help link growth
trends with supplementary
nutrition through take-home
rations, caregiver counselling,
and referral of children with
acute malnutrition to health
centers.

To move in this direction, we
need to shift from dashboards
to decisions, and from counting
to care. Built-in nudges, simple
checklists, and alerts could
support Anganwadi Workers
in following up with children
vulnerable to wasting or severe
acute malnutrition. Integration
with data from the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare and
RCH 2.0 portal could further
strengthen referral follow-up

nutrition

through coordinated home
visits.

At present, the growth data
collected provides a valuable
starting point. With focused
improvements in measurement
practices and system support,
it can reliably inform timely
decision-making. Accurate
decisions depend on getting
the basics right—reliable
measurements, correct
techniques, and functional
equipment. If a child’s height
or weight

changes implausibly from one
month to the next, the system
should prompt verification or
a repeat measurement. Short
micro-videos embedded in

o - ol r

the app can reinforce correct

use of weighing scales and
length boards at the point of
care. Equally important is
ensuring that every Anganwadi
Centre has calibrated and
functional equipment. These
fundamentals are essential for
strengthening the usefulness of
growth monitoring data.

An analysis of Poshan Tracker
data could also support a shift
from dashboards to decisions.
First, we need to know when
wasting is most likely to
occur—at what age and during
what months of the year. Is it at
birth? Or are O to 3 months or 3
to 6 months key, when mothers
are still being encouraged to

exclusively breastfeed? Or is
it at 6 months to 1 year, when
adequate, appropriate and
safe complementary feeding is
required?

Analyses of Poshan Tracker
data could also help us
understand more about the
children who recover from
wasting. Are children in
certain districts more likely
to recover? Are children more
likely to recover during kharif
harvest months? Likewise, such
analyses could

tell us more about the
children who are repeatedly
or persistently experiencing
wasting throughout their
childhood. Are they children
who were born wasted and
didn’t quite manage to catch
up? Are they children who
aren’t receiving take-home
rations regularly? With this
information in hand, local level
nutrition service delivery can
be improved.

Improving trust in the data will
also be central to easing the
workload of frontline workers.
As confidence in the system
grows, more Anganwadi
Workers are beginning to use
the app as a primary record.

In many settings, however,
paper registers continue
to be maintained alongside
digital entry, often as a
safeguard against connectivity
constraints or compliance
requirements. Strengthening
offline functionality, improving
data reliability, and providing
clarity on digital-first
workflows can help accelerate
the transition toward point-
of-service data entry and
reduce the need for duplicative
reporting. Engaging frontline
workers in refining the system
can help ensure that the app
supports their work.

The Poshan Tracker is a
reliable tool to support timely
and informed decision-making.
Its real strength lies in enabling
early identification of risk,
faster follow-up and improved
coordination of nutrition
services. Designed for the
realities of the last mile
and strengthened through
continuous improvements
in data quality and use,
the Poshan Tracker is not
just a monitoring tool but a
meaningful instrument for
strengthening nutrition service
delivery.
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Diljit Dosanjh

turned “The

Tonight Show’
into a full celebration as
he made the host Jimmy
Fallon do bhangra on his
track “Morni”.

In a collaboration post
on the photo-sharing
website Instagram, the
two are seen matching
steps as they grooved on
the tack “Morni” sung
by Diljit. The music is by
Tru-Skool and its lyrics
are penned by Channi
Nattan.

“@diljitdosanjh
brings AURA to Studio
6B #FallonTonight
#DiljitOnFallon,” the
caption mentioned by
the official handle of
the “Tonight Show”.
The caption mentioned
that Diljit is bringing
his new album Aura to
the studio. The album
features songs like
Senorita, Kufar, You
&amp; Me, Charmer,
Ban, Balle Balle, Gunda,
Mabhiya, Broken Soul,
and God Bless.

On the acting front,
Diljit currently awaits
the release of his film
Main Vaapas Aaunga.
The film is set in Imtiaz
Ali’s evocative world
of love and longing,
starring Diljit Dosanjh,
Naseeruddin Shah,
Sharvari Wagh and

-111

Vedang Raina in pivotal

roles. Diljit said in a
Produced by Sameer statement: “‘Kya Kamal
Nair and Deepak Hai’ is very close to my
Segal of Applause heart. There’s a certain
Entertainment and honesty in this song...
Mohit Choudhary and it makes you pause
Shibasish Sarkar of and just feel, without

Window Seat Films, the
film releases in cinemas
on June 12.

On April 18, the
makers of the film
unveiled the track ‘Kya
Kamaal Hai’, which
celebrates hope amid
challenging times.

At that time, the actor
spoke about working
with Oscar-winning
composer AR Rahman
and shared that it
doesn’t feel like work, as

superficial.”

work...

and land there.”

elevision actresses Neha
Marda and mommy
to-be Divyanka Tripathi
recently delighted their
fans with a fun and heartwarming

he calls it an honour.

trying too hard. Working
with Imtiaz Ali Sir is
always special because
his world feels real,
nothing forced, nothing

“With A. R. Rahman
sir, it doesn’t feel like
it’s an honour
to be working with
someone as legendary as
him. And Irshad Kamil
bhai’s words... they come
straight from the heart

Divyanka Tripathi and Neha Marda groove
to ‘Kabhi Aar Kabhi Paar’ with baby bumps

as she met her for seemingly a
professional collaboration.

For the uninitiated, Divyanka
Tripathi Dahiya who is due in June
had announcer pregnancy on the

iddhima Kapoor
Sahni, who is
set to make her
acting debut
with the upcoming film
‘Daadi Ki Shaadi’, has
shared the advice that
she received from her
brother, Bollywood
superstar Ranbir Kapoor.
The film also stars
Kapil Sharma and Neetu
Kapoor. Riddhima will be
seen in a pivotal role as
Neetu Kapoor’s daughter.
Ahead of the film's
release, the actress
revealed that she
received important
advice from Ranbir, as
she said, “I spoke to
Ranbir before starting.
His biggest advice was
to stay honest in front of
the camera. He told me
to trust my instincts and
just live the
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Riddhima Kapoor
Sahni shares the

acting tip from Ranbir
Kapoor she swears by

of which the audience saw
in the recently released
song, ‘Suno Naa Dil’.
While everyone is eager
to see Kapil Sharma and
Neetu Kapoor in action,
everyone is also excited
to see She will be seen
adding a unique layer

to the emotional family
dynamics, keeping people
hooked. Riddhima is a
fashion designer and
entrepreneur. She chose
not to pursue acting and
instead built a career in
luxury jewelry design.
But, it seems like the
acting DNA is finally
manifesting itself. She is
known for her graceful
public image and private
lifestyle, and often
represents a balance
between Bollywood
legacy and independent
entrepreneurship.

dance video.

Teere Nazar’.

moment.

dancing.
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Neha shared the video on her
social media account wherein
both the gorgeous two were
seen dancing. In the clip posted,
Divyanka and Neha are seen
grooving to the remix version
of ‘Kabhi Aar Kabhi Paar Laaga

Both the actresses were seen
seated, yet were enthusiastically
matching steps and enjoying the

Divyanka, who is currently
heavily pregnant, looked adorable
in a baby pink kurti as she happily
flaunted her baby bump while

A few days ago, Neha had gifted
Divyanka a statue of Lord Krishna

19th of March on the occasion of
Gudi Padwa.

The actress along with her
actor husband Vivek Dahiya
had shared the post on their
social media account in a joint
collaboration announcing the good
news with their fans.

Sharing the pictures, Divyanka
wrote in the caption, “Plot twist
after 10 years Some journeys
are not about rushing... They’re
about becoming ready - together.
And just when you think your
story is complete... life adds the
most beautiful chapter. Still
soaking it in... still smiling for
no reason... With our hearts full
of gratitude - We are expecting
#DivekLoveUpgraded.”

Ranveer Singh goes into
protective mode for mom-to-be
Deepika Padukone at airport

ollywood star and the

current obsession of nation,

Ranveer Singh was seen

being protective and very
attentive towards his superstar
wife and mommy-to-be Deepika
Padukone as the couple was spotted
at the airport late at night on the
28th of April.

In the video, Ranveer is seen
closely walking alongside Deepika,
escorting her to the airport security
check-in. The actor was seen
maintaining a watchful eye on his
wife, subtly guiding her as they
made their way inside the airport.

Deepika opted for a relaxed yet
chic look, dressed in an oversized
royal blue outfit paired with night
glares, while Ranveer sported a
casual ensemble. As soon as the
power couple arrived, onlookers at
the airport were seen visibly excited,
gathered around and quickly started
to record the Ranveer and Deepika.

Their daughter Dua was not seen

outing.

accompanying them during this

For the uninitiated, on April 19,

Deepika Padukone and Ranveer
Singh had taken to their social
media accounts to announce their
second pregnancy.

The couple in a joint post had
taken to their respective social
media accounts and published a cute
pic of her daughter Dua holding a
positive pregnancy test.

For the uninitiated, Deepika and
Ranveer are already parents to their
little girl Dua whom they welcomed
on September 8, 2024.

Talking about Deepika and
Ranveer’s love story, it began on
the set of Sanjay Leela Bhansali's
"Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram-Leela".

After keeping their admirers
guessing for a long time, the couple
tied the knot on November 14 and
15, 2018, in a stunning ceremony at
Italy's Lake Como.

The couple have shared screen
space in many more movies such
as, 'Bajiroa Mastani', 'Padmaavat’
and '83'".
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character Meanwhile, produced
rather than by Rtake Studios, BeingU
perform it, Studios and Shimla
and that Talkies, ‘Daadi Ki Shaadi’
really stayed is written and directed
with me”. by Ashish R Mohan. The
The film music has been released
revolves under the label of Warner
around Music India and is now
second available on all major

chances and
. relations
. hips. A
\ glimpse

Adah Sharma: |
feel a political
- dramaiis like
makmg ‘chai’

ctress Adah Sharma,

who will be seen in

the upcoming political

drama “Governor”
starring National Award-
winning star Manoj Bajpayee,
has talked about her take on
the responsibility that comes
with the genre. Adah likened
political dramas to a cup of “chai” (tea),
here everyone has their own opinion.
Asked how she personally views the
responsibility of being part of such a
political drama narrative, Adah told
that “I feel a political drama is like
making chai... everyone has an opinion
on how it should be made.”

The actress understands her
responsibility.“My responsibility is to
do my job honestly and look convincing.
I think stories have power. But I also
believe audiences are smart...they don’t
need me to tell them what to think,
they’ll decide while eating popcorn.”

The story is inspired by a real
former governor who passed away
recently, and the film carries a strong
. “national crisis” theme.

i The film is reportedly inspired

; by S. Venkitaramanan, who
. served as RBI Governor
“% during India’s 1991 economic
crisis and was closely
associated with the
country’s financial rescue
period.

streaming platforms.
‘Daadi Ki Shaadi’ is set to
bow in cinemas on May 8,
2026.
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